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The Worship and Music Committee’s main focus is to prepare the worshiper to open his mind and heart to the words and life of Jesus Christ. This is accomplished by enhancing the service with both choral and instrumental music, offering special presentations during the service and reviewing the liturgy to ensure Lutheran traditions of substance and yet incorporate new ideas and style.

Our Music Director, Kathy Lundgren, continues to bless this congregation with her time, talent and energy!  She prepares the music for and directs five choirs; Pre-school, Cherub, Youth, Teen and Senior.  
Kathy has been working very hard in teaching all of the choirs the new liturgy. Kathy’s dedication and commitment to musical growth and quality is evident by the many voices that started as young singers with her and continue to sing in the teen choir and now the senior choir!  Many of our young choir members are also musically involved outside of the church and it is their early years with Kathy that helped to form a strong musicianship and a love of music. Special musical highlights for 2008 were Bach’s “In Deep Despair” which the Senior Choir sang on March 9, “I Believe”, presented by the Youth and Teen Choirs, and the summer presentation of “Elijah” following St. Matthew’s  two week Summer Music Camp. Kathy’s dedication aside, none of this music would be possible without the special gifts of our choir accompanists, Betsy Lord and Pat Moler.
Our organist, Betsy Lord, devotes many hours preparing and playing musical selections for the preludes, postludes and offertories to highlight and reinforce the Sunday lessons and message. She also is responsible for learning all the music for the many different liturgy settings for Holy Communion and has been busy over the past several months learning the new settings from the new hymnal. We are blessed to have her commitment and talent amongst us! St. Matthew’s has many other gifted musicians within the congregation, who not only enrich our choral music, but often accompany the preludes, postludes and offertory music. Special instrumental highlights this year were “In Deep Despair” by Bach and special Christmas prelude which Bruce Taylor helped to organize. The many talented musicians from St. Matthew’s who have helped us this past year are: Bruce and Sarah Taylor, Patti and Daniel Scronce, Jake Woessner, Tom Wilcox, Eugene and Kate Dovgalyuk, Genevieve Mays, Amy Robbins, Bob Gusberti, Kelley Williams, Ian Hoppe, Doug Baumgardt and Dennis Melvin. 
The coordinators for the Acolytes and Lectors program, the Ushers program and the Altar Guild are James Young, Bryan Orndorff and Kathy Lambert (respectively).  They visit Sunday school classes to encourage participation, help plan training and organize the schedules and weekly Sunday sign-ups.  
2008 saw “Joy of the Gospel” continue to be offered on Sunday afternoons at 4:00. This service was offered as an outreach to the multicultural/African community and is led by Pr. Edward Buabeng.  
Other activities and highlights from 2008 include the Confirmation Reception which was given on May 11 for 15 Confirmands and their families (this was a change from luncheons of previous years due to the large numbers and the logistics of seating everyone); the greening of the church and all the activity surrounding it, from cutting to assembling, which resulted in a transformed sanctuary resplendent with fresh garlands, swags, chrismons and beautiful new gold bows; and finally the Christmas Day Reception.
This committee, consisting of Don Capps, Kim Lervold, Kathy Lundgren, Pat Moler, Gary Olson, Bryan Orndorff, Molly Parker, Bruce Taylor and James Young would not function without the gracious efforts of all, including this wonderful congregation. The time and commitment given to St. Matthew’s by all is truly a blessing and have brought new meaning to the words from Psalm 100 “Serve the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing!” 
In His Service,
Lana Capps
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