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“Learning in Christian Community”
~The theme for our exhibit at the Ministry Fair held on October 26, 2008 reflected the spirit of Christian Education programs at St. Matthew’s~   Sharing God’s Word  through many different learning opportunities, Encouraging Disciples  of all ages through the generations, and Living in Joy within a nurturing Christian community~

The Sunday Church School Program, coordinated by Jan Mouw, continued to share God’s Word among all ages within the congregation.  The 2008 SCS program included eleven classes for three-year olds through twelfth grade as well as four adult classes (Lutheran Questions, Lutheran Answers; Christian Parenting & Family Life; Jesus The One and Only; and After the Apostles—The Patristic Age).  A Young Adult Sunday morning class led by Vicar Jonathan Wolf also began meeting this year.  Specially designated “Extraordinary Sundays” provided the opportunity for children and their parents to jointly participate in Sunday morning learning activities.  Kathy Lundgren directed the SCS Christmas program, “A Savior Christ the Lord,” and was assisted by Dave Lambert and Lyn Gates.  This Christmas tradition at St. Matthew’s provided an opportunity for all Sunday school classes to join together in preparing for the coming of our Lord.

Seventy children participated in last summer’s Vacation Church School with the theme of “Rainforest Adventure.”   The planning and coordination provided by Susan Kuhn along with the efforts of 30 adult volunteers contributed to the success of the program.  The VCS experience included a field trip to Prince William Forest Park as well as a wonderful family night dinner at the “Coconut Café.”
God’s Word was also shared through four adult Bible studies that met on a weekly basis: a Women’s Evening Study Group on Mondays, a Women’s Bible Study led by Pastor Stevenson on Wednesday mornings, a Thursday morning Bible Study led by Pastor Bohannon , and a Sunday evening Men’s Bible Study also led by Pastor Bohannon. 

Pastor Bohannon, Pastor Stevenson, Susan Kuhn, George Orr, Jerry Mays, and the Vicars Elliot and Wolf led weekly Confirmation classes for teens in 7th through 9th grade.  Confirmation activities also included the Confirmation Banquet in May and the Confirmation Retreat in November at Caroline Furnace with a focus on the theme of “Friends.”
Seventh and 8th Grade Youth and the Sr. High Youth had a busy and varied program in 2008: a Ski Trip to Bryce, Shekinah, the Night Vision Lab visit, Scavenger Hunt, games and overnights, car wash and doughnut sales, the Habitat for Humanity trip, Busch Garden and Beach trips, the Sr. High Congregational Dinner, hayrides, and Chrysalis.  In addition, many St. Matthew’s Senior High Youth participated in the Tutor/Mentor Program on Saturday mornings.
Church Women activities during 2008 included the Cookie Bake for our college students, the Women’s Retreat at Signal Knob, the Mother-Daughter Tea, hosting the Women’s Synod Convention at St. Matthew’s, a trip to Oatland Plantation, a Get Acquainted Salad Supper, a presentation on “Compassionate Listening” by Vicki Graham,  preparing baby layettes for Lutheran World Relief, and Advent Reflections. 

Church Men attended Breakfasts that included presentations by Rob Freeman on Afghanistan and by Hal Lambert on Financing County Government.  In addition, St. Matthew’s Men participated in Church workdays.

The Prime Timers continued to meet monthly for luncheons and various activities hosted by Molly Parker and Pam Orr.  Their activities included a movie, assembling personal hygiene kits for the Drop-In Shelter, a concert by the Woodbridge Middle School Ensemble, a presentation by Sr. High Youth on their Habitat for Humanity trip, a presentation by Rob Freeman on Afghanistan, a meeting with Vicar Jonathan Wolf, and a Christmas Carol Sing.

The Christian Education Committee also coordinated the Epiphany and Advent Dinners, planned the Parish Picnic in June along with the Fellowship Committee, and of course presented Fastnacht!  The theme for Fastnacht 2008 was “Team Spirit” and the program consisted of 10 acts, ending with the traditional uproarious finale presented by the St. Matt’s Rocks.  As always, a tremendous amount of planning and preparation by many individuals is needed to make Fastnacht a success, including the dinner, the children’s Carnival provided by the Sr. High Youth, the Games Galore for 6th through 8th grade youth, and the Talent Show.
~“Many Gifts, One Spirit”~
Many dedicated individuals shared their wonderful gifts to make this a special year.  As the new, in-coming Chair of the committee, I relied upon their expertise and skills time and time again and simply followed their lead.  I would like to especially thank Doug Baumgardt, Connie Clark, Susan Kuhn, Dave Lambert, Jan Mouw, Sue Orndorff, George Orr, and of course, Pastor Bohannon and Pastor Stevenson as well as the Vicars Elliot and Wolf.  I also extend my gratitude to Tina Occhiuzzo as the previous Committee Chair for her expert guidance in helping me get started and for her continued support of the committee’s work.
In His Service,

Eileen Goldschmidt
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