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LIVING FAITH 

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
	www.stmatthews.us                   e-mail stmatthews@stmatthews.us                           OCTOBER 2010                          


BLESSINGS IN ABUNDANCE
2011 STEWARDSHIP THEME

Our 2011 Stewardship emphasis “Blessings in Abundance” is based on a passage from 2 Corinthians 9:8.
“God can bless you with everything you need, and you will always have more than enough to do all kinds of good things for others.”

This scripture speaks to the promises of God to nurture and sustain us, to provide the resources for our life together in faith and our outreach and service to others.

In the days ahead we are called to consider our stewardship, to reflect on God’s promises and to determine our response to God’s intention for our life and our “portion” that provides the support for our life together in Christ.

Our Stewardship Calendar

Stewardship Meetings
(Members are asked to attend one meeting)
Sunday, October 24, 9:45 a.m. (Ministry Fair)
Monday, October 25, 7:30 p.m.
CONSECRATION SUNDAY

Sunday, November 21, 8:30 & 11 a.m.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 9:45 a.m.
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FAMILY OKTOBERFEST 

Sat., Oct. 23, 5 p.m.
The original Oktoberfest occurred in Munich on 18 October 1810, to commemorate the marriage of Crown Prince Ludwig and Princess Therese of Saxe-Hildburghausen.  By 1960, the Oktoberfest had turned into an enormous world-famous festival, and today is visited by over 6 million people from around the world.  On Saturday, October 23, 5 pm bring your family and join the Fellowship Committee in celebrating our first annual Oktoberfest!  Bring your own beverage and enjoy the Bratwurst (German Sausage), Potato Salad, Hot Dogs, Pretzels, Apfelstrudel (Apple Strudel) and fun and games!  The Occhiuzzo’s will host this event at 13676 Andorra Dr, 22193, 703-670-6110.  Please sign up on the poster in the narthex.  
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
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1-Jeffrey Bushmire

    Richard Krauss

    Debra Baron

    Stephen Albanese

 2-Shelby Lukes

    Courtney Laird
    Mae Gessler

 3-Julie Schwentner

    Marleyna Mendoza
4-Christine Bohannon

    Korey Jackson

5-Gary Eckhardt
    Ruby Abadir

6-Michael Cartwright

7-Lynn Schreiber

    Joy Cowgill

8-Danielle Bouchery

    Rob Humphreys

 9-John Dorer

    Erin Smith
    Michele Dowling

    Ruth Loyd

    Lisa Truesdell

10-Jerry Larson

     Caroline Skelley

11-Alex Stone
     Steven Muschler
13-Seikou Kaba
      Tyler Gordon

14-Christine McDaniel

      Rick Knudson

      Shauna Werling

15-Mark Petty

16-Christian Johnson

      Kathy Lundgren

17-Ella Vanderzyl
      Nancy Joseph

      Maggie Blazek

18-Sasha Parrish

      Marcia Cote

19-Brandt Nethercutt

     Kevin Bloom

     Michael Bertrand

20-Helen Baumgardt

      John Stageberg

      Craig Gerhart

      Gretchen Wilcox

      David Lukes

21-Laura Carlson
      Taylor Petty

      Jennifer Joseph

22-Avery Ouellette
      Greg Seubert

23-Nathan Vogel

25-Gavin Tameris

     Tyler Parker
      Bill Woessner

      Daniel Laird

26-Obediah Baker, III

      Kathy Meier

      Anna Pound

27-George Orr

28-Eric Crowder

     Barbara Carr

     Nolan Jampole

29- Linda Tuttle

30-Nicole Dowling

      Kailey Hoppe

ANNIVERSARIES:
3-Eric & Ashley Tubbs

4-Dave & Kathy Lambert

    Kevin & Pam Hoppe

5-Hal & Brenda Lambert

    Tom & Nancy Blazek

6-J.R. & Diana Lyons

8-Paul & Melanie Laster

    Michael & Cyndi Murphy

10-Robert & Laura Dowling 

11-Ron & Cindy Schmitt

12-Kristopher & Dawn Kuhn
12-Ben & Michele Petrone

13-Robin & Mitchell Kanefsky

14-Steve & Cheryl Gordon
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17-Mike & Barbara Jones

20-David & Heather Lukes

23-Christel & Michael Merk

26- Kathy Brown & Ted Bean 

27-Rick & Lisa Knudson

TABLES OF FELLOWSHIP
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Want to get to know your fellow church members in an informal setting?  Join us for Tables of Fellowship!  This is a great way to meet new people or renew old friendships!  Sign up to participate in four evenings of dinner and getting acquainted.  One evening you host a group at your home, the other three you enjoy dinner in another church members’ home.  Each time there are different people in your group.  After the sign ups are completed, everyone will be grouped into tables of 8 people for all four dates.  The host provides the main course and beverages, and the guests are each assigned an item to bring (a vegetable, a salad and rolls or a dessert).  Hosts should feel free to invite more church members than assigned, if you feel comfortable with hosting more!  

Our first date is Saturday Nov. 6, 2010—other dates for 2011 are Jan. 29, Mar. 12 and April 9.  In order to make this a successful event, a twosome should sign up as full participants if they are reasonably sure of being able to attend at least 3 of the 4 scheduled dates.  Also, they must be able to handle a dinner party of 8 at their homes.  The sign-up sheet requests you identify which of the dates you will be able to host.

If you cannot obligate to all four dates, or if you wish to participate as a single, please sign up as a substitute.  (Last year, substitutes frequently had the opportunity to participate.) Please sign up on the poster in the narthex by Sunday, 
October 17.  

The assignments for all four dates will be mailed to each participant by October 25.  The host is requested to call the other participants to arrange the menu and time.  If any of the parti-cipants cannot make it, the host will call to find a substitute.  
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BIBLE STUDIES

Women’s Bible Study

Wednesdays

9:30-11:00 a.m.

Pr. Tarja Stevenson

Weekday Bible Study

Thursdays

10:00-11:30 a.m.

Pr. David Bohannon

Women’s Evening Study

3rd Monday of the month

7:30 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study
Sundays

7:00 p.m.

Pr. David Bohannon
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Reformation 

Sunday

October 31

Financial Secretary & Treasurer’s 
Report, August 2010
August Giving by Category

Current           $  55,270             

Benevolence       11,825
Building               4,135      

Memorial                 620
Pass Through           442
Total                $ 72,292             

Year to Date  $ 597,352
To date we have given $101,818 toward our congregation’s benevolence commitments.  $9,108 has been disbursed through the Samaritan Fund to emergency assistance for utilities, rent, gas, food, car insurance and medicine.  We are currently assisting a family with their rent and other needs.
Thank you for your faithfulness in giving as we move into the fall.

ONGOING MINISTRIES

Are you planning your fall calendar to include service to our congregational and neighboring community?  Volunteer opportunities include --

ACTS Thrift Store -Volunteer at the ACTS Thrift Store in Woodbridge from noon to 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 5.  Would you like to join us for lunch at the Dumfries Cafe?  We meet there at 11:00 a.m.  Volunteer tasks include sorting, dusting, straightening, and organizing.

Collators -Circle Friday, October 22 as our work date this month to collate newsletters and stewardship material.  Meet in the church narthex at 10:00 a.m.  

Daytime Drivers - A Special Thank You to our Daytime Drivers.  This is a much-appreciated service to the residents of Fellowship House, a retirement community in Tackett’s Mill.  We drive round trip to medical appointments on the eastern end of the county.  We suggest that appointments be arranged for weekdays between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  We could use your help.  Most drive once a month.  Could you serve as a substitute driver, telephoned occasionally after the rest of the list has been called?

Call 491-2898 for more information about any of these ministries.
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CHURCH WOMEN’S NEWS
Tuesday, October 12, at church, 7:30 PM:  Women of Faith.  Women play key roles in the story of our Faith.  Mark Victorson will join us in exploring these roles as reflected in the lives of women in our Scripture and in legends derived from Scripture.   We will see women’s roles change over time in Judaism and Christianity and seek evidence for those changes in the Old and New Testaments.  Along the way we will hear some good stories. 

Monday, October 18, 7:30 p.m. Women's Evening Study Group will meet at Sue Orndorff’s, 3556 Eskew Ct. 22192, 703-878-4248.  Linda Mazzucchi will lead us in discussion of  The Story of Ruth Twelve Moments in Every Woman’s Life by Joan Chittister.  This month’s assignment is Change.   Join us for discussion and refreshment.  New members are welcome.  
Tuesday, October 26, 7:30 PM, share in the dialogue of the Women’s Steering Committee. 
FALL WORKDAYS
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Saturdays, October 23 & November 6
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

See the sign-up poster in the narthex to indicate your participation as we prepare the church grounds & vicar house for fall & winter.  
Our Internship Committee

We have welcomed our new intern Nicole Wachter for a year serving in our congregation.  Please feel free to pass on encouragement, comments and suggestions that will assist the committee in both evaluating and guiding Nicole during her time with us in the coming year. Sermon evaluation forms are available at the Information Desk in the narthex for those who wish to provide feedback to the Vicar about her sermons.  The evaluations can be put in Nicole’s folder in the file box outside of Fellowship Hall.
Please contact one of the Intern Committee members if you have any questions or comments:

Mark Victorson, Chair      Lauren Goldschmidt
Janelle Jampole                 Brad Miller
Kirsten Moessner              Gary Olson
Gretchen Wilcox
Helping the Homeless

Three major ways that we at St. Matthew’s help the homeless and people in need in our community are through Action in Community Through Service (ACTS), the Hilda Barg Homeless Prevention Center (HPC), and the Bill Mehr Drop-In Center.  These are three separate organizations.
 ACTS is a non-profit organization, which provides a number of services in Eastern Prince William County, to include a 15-bed homeless shelter, a food pantry, two shelters for battered women, a helpline, and a variety of other support services, which you can read about by visiting its website at http://www.actspwc.org/.

The HPC is a family-oriented shelter, which is supported by the Cooperative Council of Ministries (CCOM), of which St. Matthew’s is a member.  The CCOM is a group of churches, which provides meals and volunteer services at the HPC.   The County provides the facility, staffing, and programs. Originally the homeless were housed by churches.  Then, through an agreement between the CCOM and the County, the first center opened in 1990 and the present, permanent center was opened in 1999.  It is staffed through a contract with Volunteers of America.  The CCOM provides meals 365 days a year, and St. Matthew’s serves twice a year for a week at a time.

The County built a Winter Shelter to house the chronically homeless during the winter months.  These are homeless men and women who are not appropriate for the family-oriented shelters, and who live in the woods and in their cars.  Because the building was unused during the daytime hours, in 2002 CCOM was able to reach an agreement with the county to open the Drop-In Center.  CCOM provides for the staffing, meals, and programs at the Drop-In Center, which is named for Mr. Bill Mehr, who was one of the leaders providing the impetus to found the Center.  

The Drop-In Center is open year-round during the day; while the Winter Shelter, which is a county service, is open nights between 1 November and 30 March each year.  CCOM and St. Matthew’s provide lunches/dinners to the Drop-In Center year around.   It costs about $100 a day to keep the Drop-In Center open, and CCOM primarily raises that money through the activities of its member churches.  For instance, St. Matthew’s Christmas card sales support the Drop-In Center.  The Center is also included in our benevolence budget.
St. Matthew’s “No Room at the Inn” Christmas Card Project

“And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;                                                        because there was no room for them in the inn.”                ― Luke 2:7
For this Christmas season, St. Matthew’s is conducting a “No Room at the Inn” Christmas Card Project  to help those for whom there is also "No Room at the Inn" ― the homeless of Prince William County’s Bill Mehr Drop-In Center.  This project gives you the opportunity to purchase unique St. Matthew’s Christmas cards.  All proceeds from the sale of these distinctive cards go to support the Drop-In Center.  Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will be matching the proceeds from this sale.  Cards may now be purchased $12.00 for a set of 20 cards and envelopes in the narthex. Please make checks payable to St. Matthew’s, and feel free to round up your donation!

Thank you for your support of the homeless in our community! 

Attention Thrivent Members at 

St. Matthew’s

Recently we received a letter from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans advising that now is the time for us to designate where we would like our “Choice Dollars” to go.  This is a new concept initiated by Thrivent.  Previously, congregations applied for these funds directly to Thrivent, but now you must act in order for St. Matthew’s to receive these funds.  Please follow the directions in your letter to advise Thrivent either on-line or by telephone of your desire to designate St. Matthew’s as your recipient of choice dollars.  It is quick and simple.

You may contact me at 703-491-2898 if you have any questions concerning “Choice Dollars” or how to accomplish your notification to Thrivent.

Keith Kuhn, Thrivent Advocate, SMLC
.

Book Group

The next Book Group selection is Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese.  

“I will not cut for stone,” runs the text of the Hippocratic oath, “even for patients in whom the disease is manifest; I will leave this operation to be performed by practitioners, specialists in this art.”  Verghese is a physician and an already accomplished author.  His two nonfiction books [are] My Own Country about AIDS in rural Tennessee, and The Tennis Partner... His commitment to both his professions is admirable: currently a professor at the Stanford University School of Medicine, he also holds an M.F.A. from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop.
Join us for discussion and fellowship on Sunday, November 14, 2:30 p.m. at Barbara Leiby’s, 11828 Antietam Rd., 22192, 703-491-3639.  See the poster on the narthex bulletin board to indicate your participation.
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We invite you to serve as an

Acolyte in our church 
community!

If you are in 4th grade or higher, at least 57” (4’9”) tall                                        and are interested, you must attend the training on SUNDAY,
 Oct 17, 1:30 pm
Please sign up on the poster in the narthex to attend.

If you have questions, please call 
Nancy Zimmerman

703-670-8155

Thrivent Commits

$1,500 in Matching Funds

for ACTS

Thrivent for Lutherans, Bull Run Chapter, has committeed up to $1,500 as a matching fund challenge to support ACTS.

If you would like to support this effort to raise much needed funds for ACTS, please place a check (designated ACTS Matching Fund) in the offering.  Cash can also be given using the envelope in the Hymnal.

ACTION IN COMMUNITY THROUGH SERVICE

(ACTS)
Prime Timers

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events.

October 21        Lunch at Church
November 18    Thanksgiving Lunch
December 9       Christmas Luncheon
Watch the bulletin for details and times. If you have any questions about the Prime Timers contact Molly Parker at 703-490-8958 or Pastor Stevenson.

CONFIRMATION MEALS
FOR OCTOBER
6             HOT DOGS
        *1. Chris Moessner



                      2. Kevin Tamai

13           TACOS                 *1. Theresa Tameris

             
          2. Tina Occhiuzzo



          3. Kim Lervold

20            SLOPPY JOES   *1. Theresa Tameris
                                              2. Amy Lyreman
                                              3. Rick/Holly 
                                                      Ouellette
27           PIZZA                 *1. Pam/Kevin
                                                        Hoppe
                                             2. Marcie/Donnie

                                                        Nesaw 
7th and 8th GRADE YOUTH

ATTENTION: 7th and 8th GRADE YOUTH:  Sign-up for the Corn Maze and Overnight on Friday, October 22-Saturday, October 23.  Eat dinner before meeting at St. Matt’s at 6:00 p.m.  Don’t forget your sleeping bag or bedding, your pillow + your tooth brush, hand towel & other necessities for our overnight in the church basement.  Dress warmly (in layers) for the corn maze and other activities.  A flashlight and a change of shoes and socks will add to your comfort.  Parents, pick-up time Saturday morning will be 9:00 a.m.  See the poster for details.
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events:

Friday-Sunday, November 5-7– Confirmation 

     Retreat

Sunday, November 28 – Advent Dinner/Service   

                 Project

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Sunday, Oct. 3 – Parents’ Night, 6-8 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 17- Meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 29 – Saturday, Oct. 30 – Midnight Madness Bowling and Overnight
Sunday, Nov. 21 – Congregational Dinner
Sunday, Nov. 28 – Advent Dinner/Service 

                              Project
CONFIRMATION RETREAT

NOV. 5, 6, & 7
Caroline Furnace, Luray

Registration forms will follow shortly.

This year’s theme “How to Raise Your Parents.”

Scrapbook Activity
Let’s get together on a Sunday afternoon and  work on scrapbooks together!  Join us on Sunday, Oct 24 from 1-5 in the church lower level.  Bring your ‘stuff’ and let’s hang out together!  If you have tools to share, bring them along!  
We’ll set up the tables.  Maybe share some snacks, ideas, and some fun!  Can’t wait to see you there!  Please sign up on the poster in the narthex so we know how many tables to set up.
Bill Mehr Drop-In Center Needs
The Bill Mehr Drop-In Center is in need of some basic supplies to help reduce operating costs.  If you would like to contribute some of the supplies listed below, please bring them to the church office marked “Drop-In Center.”  Thank you for your support.

Food Items

· Instant oatmeal, grits, hot cereal packets

· Single serve microwavable lunch items and canned items

· Bottled water

Clothing

· Men’s thick white crew socks (long not short) and work socks (size 11-13)

· Winter clothing items:  thermal underwear, gloves, hats, hooded sweatshirts

Cleaning supplies

· Disinfectant spray, country scent

· Large trash bags or liners

· Dishwashing liquid soap

Other

· Towels

· Cough drops/lozenges, antacids, Dayquil, Sudafed, Tylenol
· Disposable razors (double edge not single edge) and shaving cream
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Make it fun with this activity for all
family members. They can use this
special box whenever they have
a prayer request.

What you need:
» Shoebox
* Wrapping paper
* Scissors

* Tape
* Stickers, markers etc

(optional) ‘—
* Index cards )
* Pencils or pens

%%

What you do:

1. Wrap the shoebox like a
present. Be sure to wrap
the lid separately so it
can be removed.

2. Let the whole family help
decorate the box. You can write
Bible verses about prayer, draw
pictures, glue on pictures or
add stickers. Be creative!

3. Put the box in a prominent
location of your house. Keep a
pile of index cards and pencils
or pens near the box.

4. Whenever a family member has
a prayer request, he or she can
write or draw it on a card and
put it inside the box.

5. Family members can share
the cards in a prayer circle,
or people can take turns
praying for all the requests.
Throughout the week, family
members can check the box
for new prayer needs.





October 2010 Calendar
See the Church Bulletin and Posters on the 
Narthex Bulletin Board for more information.

	Sr. High Youth Parents’ Night
	Sun., Oct. 3, 6-8 p.m.

	Men’s Bible Study
	Sun., Oct. 3, 7 p.m.

	Volunteers to ACTS
	Tues., Oct. 5, 12-2 p.m.

	Social Ministry 

Committee
	Tues., Oct. 5, 7:30 p.m.

	Women’s Bible Study
	Weds., Oct. 6, 9:30 a.m.

	Confirmation 
	Weds., Oct. 6,

5:30-7:30 p.m.

	Sr. Choir
	Weds., Oct. 6, 8 p.m.

	Bible Study
	Thurs., Oct. 7, 

10-11:30 a.m.

	Cherub Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 7,

 6:15-6:45 p.m.

	Youth Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 7, 

7-7:45 p.m.

	Teen Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 7,

8-8:45 p.m.

	Finance & Stewardship

Committee
	Thurs., Oct. 7, 8 p.m.

	Extra-Ordinary Sunday,

Grades 1, 2, & 3
	Sun., Oct. 10, 9:45 a.m.

	Council
	Sun., Oct. 10, 7 p.m.

	Property Committee
	Tues., Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m.

	Church Women
	Tues., Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m.

	Women’s Bible Study
	Weds., Oct. 13, 9:30a.m.

	Confirmation
	Weds., Oct. 13, 

5:30-7:30 p.m.

	Sr. Choir
	Weds., Oct. 13, 8 p.m.

	Bible Study
	Thurs., Oct. 14,

 10-11:30 a.m.

	Staff Meeting
	Thurs., Oct. 14, 

12:30 p.m.

	Cherub Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 14, 

6:15-6:45 p.m.

	Youth Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 14,

7-7:45 p.m.

	Teen Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 14,

8-8:45 p.m.

	Evangelism Committee
	Thurs., Oct. 14, 8 p.m.

	Acolyte Training
	Sun., Oct. 17, 1:30 p.m.

	Sr. High Youth
	Sun., Oct. 17,

 6:30-8:30 p.m.

	Men’s Bible Study
	Sun., Oct. 17, 7 p.m.

	PreSchool Choir Begins
	Mon., Oct. 18, 

4-4:30 p.m.

	Worship & Music Committee
	Tues., Oct. 19, 7:30 p.m.

	Women’s Bible Study
	Weds., Oct. 20 9:30 a.m.

	Confirmation
	Weds., Oct. 20, 
5:30-7:30 p.m.

	Sr. Choir
	Weds., Oct. 20, 8 p.m.

	Bible Study
	Thurs., Oct. 21, 

10-11:30 a.m.

	Prime Timers
	Thurs., Oct. 21, 

12:30 p.m.

	Cherub Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 21, 

6:15 – 6:45 p.m.

	Youth Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 21, 

7-7:45 p.m.

	Teen Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 21,

8-8:45 p.m.

	Fellowship Committee
	Thurs., Oct. 21, 7 p.m.

	Collating
	Fri., Oct. 22, 10 a.m.

	7th & 8th Grade Youth Overnight
	Fri., Oct. 22-23

	Work Day, Part 1
	Sat., Oct. 23, 

8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

	Blood Drive
	Sat., Oct. 23

	Oktoberfest
	Sat., Oct. 23, 5 p.m.

	Stewardship Meeting/

Ministry Fair
	Sun., Oct. 24, 9:45 a.m.

	Scrapbooking
	Sun., Oct. 24, 1-5 p.m.

	New Member
Orientation
	Sun., Oct. 24, 2:30 p.m.

	Men’s Bible Study
	Sun., Oct. 24, 7 p.m.

	PreSchool Choir
	Mon., Oct. 25, 

4-4:30 p.m.

	Stewardship Meeting
	Mon., Oct. 25, 7:30 p.m.

	ACTS Board Meeting
	Tues., Oct. 26, 7:30 p.m.

	Women’s Steering 

Committee
	Tues., Oct. 26, 7:30 p.m.

	Women’s Bible Study
	Weds., Oct. 27, 9:30a.m.

	Confirmation
	Weds., Oct. 27, 

5:30-7:30 p.m.

	Sr. Choir
	Weds., Oct. 27, 8 p.m.

	Bible Study
	Thurs., Oct. 28,

10-11:30 a.m.

	Cherub Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 28,

6:15-6:45 p.m.

	Youth Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 28, 

7-7:45 p.m.

	Teen Choir
	Thurs., Oct. 28,

8-8:45 p.m.

	Christian Ed. Committee
	Thurs., Oct. 28, 

7:30 p.m.

	Sr. High Youth Midnight Madness & Overnight 
	Fri. – Sat., Oct. 29-30,

9:30 p.m. 

	New Members Received
	Sun., Oct. 31, 11 a.m. Worship Service


NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION


Sunday, October 24, 2:30 p.m.





If you are interested in joining St. Matthew’s in our worship and work, please speak to Prs. Bohannon or Stevenson.  New members will be received on Sunday, October 31 at the 11:00 a.m. service.
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BLOOD DRIVE


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23


OLD BRIDGE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


Watch for a sign up poster 


in the narthex
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