
5
NEWSLETTER


[image: image1.png]



LIVING FAITH

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
	

	email: stmattthews@stmatthews.us          www.stmatthews.us                                     December 2009


[image: image2.png]



CHRISTMAS EVE SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

CHILDREN’S SERVICE

Thursday, Dec. 24, 5 p.m.

FAMILY SERVICES

Thursday, Dec. 24, 7 p.m. & 9 p.m.
HOLY COMMUNION CANDLELIGHT SERVICE

Thursday, Dec. 24, 11 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY -- THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

Friday, Dec. 25, 11 a.m.  Service followed by a reception, see poster to indicate 

your participation.
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If you would like to help provide poinsettias for the Christmas services, see the sign-up poster on the bulletin board.  Plants may be taken home after the 11 a.m. 

service on Christmas Day (except for the white altar poinsettias).

The Fellowship committee will host a gathering between the 9 p.m. and 11 p.m. services.  Please bring a snack to share.  Beverages are provided.  Children welcome.  See poster to sign up.
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GREENING ACTIVITIES

Greens Cutting, Monday, December 14, 
10 a.m. 
Greens Making, Friday, December 18, 
10 a.m. 
Greening, Monday, December 21, 7:30 p.m.

Making of the greens!  The smell of pine, hot chocolate, and popcorn, Christmas carols, setting up the crèche --the excitement of the season--the wait is almost over!  Everyone is invited to help decorate our church.  During the session on Friday, we will make the greens.  NO previous experience necessary.  You may want to bring your garden gloves and clippers.  The decorating will be done on Monday evening.  Please join us!  See you there!

ADOPTED FAMILIES
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

Please check the sign-up poster in the narthex to help provide gifts for someone who needs some Christmas love.  St. Matthew’s has the names of  several families that we will be providing gifts and dinners for this Christmas.  Food items will be provided by the SCS classes.  Gifts are subscribed by signing the poster.  Each item (clothing or toy) has a minimum amount of $20.  Gifts need to be brought to the church by Wednesday, December 16.  See the poster for details.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND

 ANNIVERSARIES

2-Brent Howard

    Renee Evans

    Kristen Kinneberg

    Ron Schmitt

3-Obediah Baker

    Birgit Ralston
    Michael Murphy
4-Bryan Orndorff

    Ralph Scronce

    Chase Phillips

    Jonah Clark

5-Rebecca Bish

    Jan Mouw

    Mary Smith

7-Nicholas Woessner

    Ryan Werling
8-Matthew Capobianco

    Kathy Lambert

    Molly Parker

    Bill Schwentner
    Lauren Murphy

  9-Ed Bayne

     Brian Stevenson

     Bill McCormack

     Christel Merk
     Ginni Schimpf

10-Art Reynolds

      Caylin Nethercutt

      Steven Dopp
11-Emily Jacobson

12-Linda Ryson

     Alexandra Gusberti

13-Caitlin Pfister

      Natalie Martin

      Bryce Deem

14-Pat Knock

     Leslie Wilcox

15-Kevin Tamai

      Yoseph Amha

16-Glenn Renton

      Zachary Larson

      Michele Petrone

17-Vince Ogilvie

18- Lauren Kinneberg

       Chris Skelley

19- Debbie Heimbach

      Ian Knudson
20- Lynn Moonan

       Matthew Smith

21-Darryl Lundgren

      Donna Wiprud

      Nancy Blazek

22-Kristen Wolf

      Tim Miller

23-James Badger

24-Michelle Dorer

     Tim Butcher

     Francis Zakama

25-Richard Riley

     Rex Stone

     Emily Schreiber

26-Michael Urick

27-Marlies Smith

29-Patrick Young

      Zoey Mattos

      Sydney Anderson

      Brandon Graham

30-Sharon Riley
      Ellen Agosta

      Katherine Oros

31-Bruce Leiby

     Johnathan Lyreman
     Elly Wuchenich

     Leslie Kinneberg

     McKenna Nowell

ANNIVERSARIES


1-Stephen & Jean Payne  
3 – Steve & Monica Debban

9 – John & Stacy Urick 
14-Paul & Jennifer Knick

16-Brian & Katie Badger
       Keith & Sally Cotner

17–Charles & Suzanne Harvey

        Paul & Charlene Laird

21-Maureen & Randolf Steiner

22-Keith & Susan Kuhn

24-Ed & Carol Bayne

27-Mark & Sabrina Chandler

     Anthony & Barbara Bombay

28-Charles & Marie Luedke

30-Rick & Holly Ouellette

      Ryan & Shauna Werling

31-Carl & Sally Lay
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Advent Dinner
November 29, 
5:30 p.m.

“The Story of the Jesse Tree” will be the theme of this year’s Advent Dinner.  Plan to welcome the season by sharing a meal with your St. Matthew’s family.  Following a covered dish supper, guests will complete the decorating of a real Jesse Tree as they help to tell the story of waiting for the coming of the Christ child.  Instructions for making a Jesse Tree and patterns for Jesse Tree symbols will be available for families to take home following the closing hymn.  
Students in Grades 7 -12 will join in filling holiday stockings for others in need.  See the poster on the bulletin board to indicate your participation in the stocking activity.
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Visit the church bulletin board for more information and to sign up to attend.  

Follow-up Advent activities for families to enjoy at home might be star gazing; baking star, sheep or angel shaped cookies; or driving through the neighborhood to enjoy the lights.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING & CHURCH COUNCIL ELECTIONS

A Congregational Meeting is scheduled for the period between the worship services on December 13th.  Several very important items are on the agenda: we will vote on our Program Budget for 2010, we will select those who will provide the leadership for our congregation’s joyful work into the next year, and two members for the Mission Fund committee.

Gifts of Hope

Gifts of Hope is a well loved part of Christmas in many Lutheran congregations in the Washington metro area.  This year, as always, every penny spent on a Gift of Hope goes to the organization delivering the gifts.  Come see this year’s exciting new catalog at the “Market Table” in the narthex.  Included is a Christmas

card and an insert describing your gift.  [Great gifts for teachers, friends and grandparents!]  

On-Going Ministries
Volunteer at the ACTS Thrift Store: Tues., Dec. 1 and Tues., Jan. 5, 2010.

Help us collate, fold, label, sort, and bundle church mailings.  Meet in the narthex at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, December 11. Enjoy chatting with other workers while your fingers fly.  

CHOIR SCHEDULE

Mark the following choir rehearsals on your calendar!

Tues., Dec. 22 – Cherub & Youth: 7-7:30 p.m.
                             Teen: 7:30-8 p.m.

Weds., Dec. 23 – Senior: 8 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 29 – No Cherub

                            Youth & Teen: 7 – 7:30 p.m.

Weds., Dec. 30 – Senior: 8 p.m.
Welcome New Members
Please welcome the following families who recently joined St. Matthew’s.

Maureen Backof
McFred & Linda Brown
Betty Butcher
John & Faustine Morttey; Angela, Pearl & Michelle
Mike & Cyndi Murphy; Shane & Lauren
Neville & Gina Sanford; Jacob
Steven & Judy Santoro; Chad, Bryce & Dalton Deem
Alina Weldon; Samantha

Ryan & Shauna Werling; Mason

Francis Zakama; Jonathan & Francis
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Church Women News

 On Tuesday, December 8, at 7:30 PM, all women are invited to Advent Reflections at Kathy Meier’s (6926 Twin Beech Ct. 20111; 703/881-3333).  During your Advent waiting, take a few quiet moments to consider the passing year and to anticipate the one ahead.  Search out some appropriate words to share.  These words will become a gift of encouragement for a sister in Christ.  

See the poster on the bulletin board for more information and to sign up to participate.  If you have any questions, please contact Susan Kuhn at 703-491-2898 or Sally Cotner at 703-878-4716.

THERE WILL BE NO WOMEN'S EVENING STUDY GROUP IN DECEMBER.  

NEW YEAR’S YOGA  Sign up to participate in Church Women’s Yoga workout on Tuesday, January 11, 2010.  We will meet in the church basement at 7:30 PM.  Wear loose clothing or your favorite workout outfit, and bring a bottle of water and a towel.  Debra Hallgren has made arrangements for an instructor from Powerhouse Gym to lead us through some relaxing stretches.  Everyone will participate at her own level of comfort.


Power yoga incorporates the three main functions of yoga: strength, flexibility, and relaxation.  Enjoy an intense, yet relaxing, strength and endurance workout.  
Tuesday, February 9, Cookie Bake, at church, at 7:30 PM.  Parents, please update student addresses.

Mark your calendar for the WOMEN’S RETREAT to Signal Knob March 12-14.
CONFIRMATION MEALS FOR

DECEMBER

DATE
   MEAL
COOKS

2           PIZZA
1.  Barb Carr



2.  Cindy Campbell



3.  Kelly Hill




9        HOLIDAY
1.  Mary Gentile

HAM

2.  Mary Gill



3. Tana Jackson



4. 

SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL

Christmas Program
Rehearsal Schedule
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The Sunday School Christmas program is December 20, 6 p.m.

Below is the rehearsal schedule.

Sat., Dec. 5
9:00-10:00–Narrators and Speaking Angels
Sat., Dec. 12
 9:00-12:00–Narrators and Speaking Angels
10:00-11:00–Kindergarten & Grades 1, 6, 7 & 8     
11:00-12:00-Mary and Joseph

11:00-11:20–3 and 4 Year Olds

11:15-12:00–Grades 2, 3, 4 & 5
Sat., Dec. 19




Same Schedule as Dec. 12
Sun., Dec. 20



Short run-through during the regular SCS hour 

On the evening of the program, (Sun., Dec. 20) all students should arrive NO LATER THAN 5:40 P.M.  They should be dressed in costume and go directly to the area where their teachers have said they will meet them.  Each family is asked to bring 2 DOZEN COOKIES to share at the reception following the program.
Costumes

3 and 4 Year Olds
Angels (provided)
Kinder/Grade 1
Costumes provided
Grades 2 & 3

Shepherds-Costumes
                                    provided
Grades 4 & 5

No costumes
Grades 6, 7 & 8
No costumes 
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7TH & 8TH GRADE YOUTH

Weather permitting, the Harris Pavilion in old town Manassas will be the Youth Group’s holiday, ice skating destination.  Sign up to meet at church at 11:30 AM, on Tuesday, December 29.   We will skate, have lunch, and return to church at 3:30 PM.  Admission is $7.00, and skate rental is $3.00.  Bring additional $ for food.  Questions?  Call Mrs. Kuhn at 703/491-2898.   
Watch for a sign up sheet for the SKI TRIP ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20.

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

Circle these dates:

Sun., Dec. 6, Meeting, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 13, Christmas Party, 6:30 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 29, Ice Skating, 11:30 a.m.
LOOKING AHEAD:  Winter CelebrationSynodical Retreat, Jan. 29 -31 
Ski Trip, February 19-20
Calling All Alumni

Come enjoy refreshments and reminiscing the good old days with fellow alumni Sunday, January 3, 7:30 p.m. in the church basement.  Check the bulletin board for a sign up.
Bible Studies

Women’s Bible Study

Weds., 9:30-11 a.m.  

Childcare provided

Pr. Tarja Stevenson

Weekday Bible Study

Thurs., 10-11:30 a.m.

Pr. David Bohannon

Women’s Evening Study

3rd Mon. of each month, 7:30 p.m.

Led by study group members

Men’s Bible Study

Sun., 7:00 p.m.
Pr. David Bohannon

Financial Secretary & Treasurer’s 

Report, October 2009
October Giving by Category

Current           $  46,882             

Benevolence         8,252
Building              11,048
Memorial                 250
Pass Through           431
Total                $ 66,863
Year to Date  $ 740,152
To date we have given $124,325 toward our congregation’s benevolence commitments.  $9,885 has been given through our Samaritan Fund towards emergency needs for utilities, rent, gas, food, car insurance, medicine assistance.  Your gifts matter!  Thank you for your faithfulness in giving as we move toward the end of the year.
BOY SCOUT TROOP & 
VENTURING CREW 
CHRISTMAS TREE SALES

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 

Parking Lot

Starting Friday, November 27th, we will offer beautiful Balsam Fir trees for sale.

If you intend to buy a live tree this Christmas Season, consider buying from Troop 1396.

Some very good reasons:

- Support the Boy Scouts.

- Our prices are competitive.

- Sales lot is right here at St Matthew’s.

- Your purchase will help fund wholesome activities for young men and women in our community.

-    With each purchase, our Scouts will give the butt of your tree a fresh cut, professionally wrap it for transport, and mount it atop your vehicle.

-  Buy your tree early and take your pick from the best on the lot.

-  ALSO: Consider purchasing a tree for an organization or family in need.  Troop 1396 will provide free delivery to your favorite charity.
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Operation Turkey Recap





Thanks to your generous support, we took 120 Operation Turkey bags to ACTS.  





“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”  Matthew 25:40
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