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ANNUAL REPORT 

MEETING Part II

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24
9:45 A.M.

ALL CONFIRMED

MEMBERS
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Offering Envelopes for 2010 are available in the Conference Room.  Please make sure to pick up your box.
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Reminder:  Staff & Committee reports for 2009 are due Friday, January 8th.  

EPIPHANY:  A time to . . .

The word Epiphany means “to make known.”  It is derived from the Greek word, epiphaneia, which means “an appearance.”  On Epiphany, Christians celebrate the full revelation of God’s glory in the coming of Christ to all people, Jews and Gentiles.  The day of Epiphany (January 6) brings Christmas to a glorious conclusion, but we are not to stop there.  The season of Epiphany is God’s TIME to reveal God’s glory.  It is:

· A time to worship because it deals with the glory of God manifested in Jesus Christ.  The season begins with the Wise Men coming to worship the newborn King.  The season ends with the worship experience on the Mount of Transfiguration.
· A time of light because the light of Christ knows no end; it goes to the ends of the earth.  He is the light to lighten the whole world.  The light of Christ is not merely to shine on Christians, but through them, for the salvation of humankind.
· A time to witness because the light of Christ needs to be spread throughout a dark world.
Make known the presence of God through the witness of your life!

EPIPHANY DINNER

Sunday, January 3, 5:30 PM.  

ALL ARE WELCOME AT THIS ACTIVITY.  

 Details are on the bulletin board poster.  

Please sign up.

ATTENTION ADVENT FRIENDS: BECAUSE YOU HAVE BEEN A KEY PART OF THE MYSTERY, YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THIS DINNER IS IMPORTANT TO YOUR 
SECRET FAMILY.  OTHERS WILL BE WATCHING FOR YOU DURING THE SHARING, GUESSING, AND
 REVELATIONS. 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
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 1-Fran Lienau 
    Sean Graham

 2-Pat Ball

 3-Sarah Taylor
 5-Catherine Robba

 6-Meredith Bertrand

     Phillip Gill

7- Sheila Kober     
     Ross Pallansch

     Daniel Keener

     Derek Rigot

  8-Sally Lay

10-Andrew Hull

     Dorothy Zahn

11-Taylor Bertrand

12-Keith Kuhn

      Susan Thayer

      Ellie Brady

13-John Morttey
     Rachael Orndorff

     Lisa Muschler

     Rebecca Pfister

14-Bob Wolf
15-Linda Debban

16-Pam Hoppe

     Bob Goldschmidt

     Ryan Moyer

17-Heather Kline

      Sophia Occhiuzzo

      Samuel Martin

18-Paul Leidy

      Christian Elenbaum

19-Wayne Stohs
      Matthew Jackson

20-Patty Dorer

      Marie Weaver

      Jason Lerch

     Jared MacFarlane

21-Corinne Doerr

22-Robert Mays
     Genevieve Mays

     Jerry Bortner

24-James Miller

     Eethel Johnson

     Carly Graham

     Michael Seubert

25-Doug Robbins
      Lana Capps
      Dorothy Shackleford

26-Ben Petrone

      Mason Werling

28-Nadia Abadir
      Jane Gullickson

29-Celene Bennett

      Greer Riedl

30-Dave Heffernan

     Charlie Bertrand

     Greg Gross
31-Kerry Kauffman
     Craig MacFarlane

     Alyssa Williams

ANNIVERSARIES

3-Fred & Molly Parker

10-Ellen & Richard Agosta


6-JoAnne & Paul Leidy

21-Gary & Eileen Eckhardt

6-Ione & Julian Kiedrowski

28-John & Patricia Ball
7-Kim & Michael Lervold

31-Eethel & Everett Johnson

If you or a family member have a January birthday or anniversary that’s not listed here, please call the office so we can update our database.  Thank you.

2010 SIGN-UP SHEETS ARE POSTED

Be sure to check the bulletin board in the narthex to sign up for Flowers & Memorials for 2010.
An Advent Challenge
From a Member Sister

of St. Matthew’s

After hearing Pr. Stevenson report on the increase in people seeking food assistance at ACTS this year, one of our members challenged the following response:  that each of us identify a food expenditure we would forego from now through Easter, calculate the financial value and contribute that amount to the ACTS Food Fund.


A sisterly challenge.


A spiritual and physical discipline.


A commendable and helpful idea.
Reflections of St. Matthew’s 
in our Community

As 2009 has come to a close and we begin looking ahead to 2010, it seems that we universally pause to “catch our breath” and look at where we have been before we move ahead.   2009 has been a year that the body of St. Matthew’s has blessed many in the community around us with our “hands on” offerings.  You have provided 2 weeks of meals for the Hilda Barg Homeless Prevention Center and served these meals (one week in January and one week in August).  You have served over 400 senior citizens lunches with events in February, May, September and November.  You have provided meals every month to the Drop-In Center for the Homeless which are lunches in April through October and then dinners in November through March.  You have provided Christmas gifts for 13 families as well as food for a Christmas meal.  You have given 21 full buckets of cleaning supplies to Lutheran Social Service for incoming refugee support.  Just before Thanksgiving you gave 130 bags of food to Operations Turkey and 2 van loads of supplies for the ACTS Food Pantry.  These and numerous other ways like giving blood in our Blood Drives or walking in the “Friends of ACTS” walk for the homeless show in deeds Christ’s love.  

Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. – 1 John 3:18 

Bible Studies

Women’s Bible Study

Weds., 9:30-11 a.m.  

Childcare provided

Pr. Tarja Stevenson

Weekday Bible Study

Thurs., 10-11:30 a.m.

Pr. David Bohannon

Women’s Evening Study

3rd Mon. of each month, 7:30 p.m.

Led by study group members

Men’s Bible Study

Sun., 7 p.m.
Pr. David Bohannon

ON-GOING MINISTRIES

Does your New Year’s resolution include finding a way to serve others?  Here are opportunities to consider:

DAYTIME DRIVERS: Monday-Friday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Thursday 10:00 a.m. – noon.  Call 703/491-2898.
ACTS THRIFT STORE: Workday at Woodbridge Thrift Store (behind Popeye's on Route 1), on Tuesday, January 5, noon to 2 p.m. Other workdays are Tuesdays, February 2, March 2, and April 6.  Call Susan Kuhn at 703/491-2898 for more information or if you need transportation.

St. Matthew’s Collators sound like a fellowship activity if we forget to close the door.  If your schedule permits join us afterwards; we go out for lunch together.

Here is the schedule for the beginning of 2010.  Please mark your calendars.  See you in the narthex at 10:00 a.m.  Newcomers are welcome to this group.  If you have questions, please call 703-491-2898 for information.
Friday, Jan. 8 - newsletter 

Friday, Jan. 22 - newsletter and annual report

Friday, February 19-newlsetter
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CHURCH WOMEN’S NEWS

NEW YEAR’S YOGA  Sign up to participate in Church Women’s Yoga workout on Tuesday, January 12, 2010.  We will meet in the church basement at 7:30 PM.  Wear loose clothing or your favorite workout outfit, and bring a bottle of water and a towel.  Debra Hallgren has made arrangements for an instructor from Powerhouse Gym to lead us through some relaxing stretches.  Everyone will participate at her own level of comfort.

There will be a special Women’s Retreat Planning Meeting at church, at 10:00 AM, on Saturday, January 16, 2010.

Women’s Evening Study Group will meet 7:30 PM, Monday, January 18, at Linda Mazzucchi’s (13393 Gandall Ct 20112, 703-791-3473).  The group will continue its study of 3:16 with chapters 6 & 7.  You’re invited to begin a new year sharing discussion with this small group.  If you have questions or need study information please speak to Susan Kuhn or Sue Orndorff.

Women's Steering Committee meeting will be at church, on Tuesday, January 19, 7:30 p.m.  Note new date.  Bring ideas for spring.  We'll work on the March  12th - 14th Retreat to Signal Knob and on the April 30th Mother-Daughter Tea. All are invited to join this group to plan Church Women activities.
Tuesday, February 9, Cookie Bake, at church, at 7:30 PM.  Parents, please update student addresses.

Many thanks to our officers who faithfully served in 2009:


President:  Sally Cotner


Secretary: Nancy Zimmerman


Treasurer:  Sharen Moessner

Newly elected officers for 2010:


President:  Kathy Meier


Secretary:  Nancy Zimmerman


Treasurer:  Birgit Ralston

Thank you for saying “yes” when asked to serve.

ST. MATTHEW’S BOOK GROUP

Do you enjoy reading and discussing books?  Book Group invites you to join our conversations.  We meet at 2:30 PM, on a Sunday afternoon, about every 4 to 6 weeks.  At each session, we agree on a date for the next session.  We meet in the homes of various participants.  Each host home provides light refreshments.  A different participant volunteers to facilitate discussion for a particular session.  

If you’d like to join in our discussions, watch the Sunday bulletins and monthly issues of this newsletter for announcements about the next gathering.   If you would like additional information, need a ride, or wish to add your name to the contact list, call the church office at 703/494-3090 or Susan Kuhn at 703/491-2898. 


Join us Sunday, January 10, 2:30 p.m. as we discuss In This House of Brede.  See the bulletin for location information.

Rumer Godden was the author of more than 60 books, including novels, short story collections, poetry, plays and non-fiction.  In This House of Brede is set in a convent of contemplative nuns whose main “work” is round-the-clock communal liturgical prayer.  

Coming from all walks of life, ages and temperaments, the nuns of Brede create community through their single-hearted devotion to spirit, and to each other.  Their life is a life of prayer: sung prayer in choir and personal prayer alone. Prayer, says one nun, “is our craft -- the craft of a contemplative religious; and, as a good workman, an artist, loves his craft, we must delight in ours.”

 The nuns at Brede are flawed in many ways—overly ambitious, headstrong, strict, impatient. But they all find solace and peace in their devotion to continual prayer. Their special calling is to honor God through prayer, and to change the world by doing so. 

Godden converted to Roman Catholicism in 1968. In preparation for writing In This House of Brede (1969), about life in a Benedictine monastery, she lived for three years at the gate of Stanbrook Abbey, a Benedictine foundation.
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7TH & 8TH GRADE YOUTH

Sunday, January 24—

Game Night, 6 – 8 p.m.

Sunday, February 14 -- FASTNACHT GAMES GALORE!!!

Saturday February 20 -- SKI TRIP.  WATCH FOR A SIGN UP SHEET.  Meet in the church parking lot at 5:30 AM.  Bring $ for breakfast along the way, lunch, snacks, and fast food dinner on the way home.  Check the sign up sheet for information about ski rental and lessons.  Costs vary according to ski “package”.  Be sure to select the package which best suits your needs.   Dress warmly, in removable layers, if possible.  Parents, we need a permission slip for your child if you do not have one on file.  Questions?  Call Mrs. Kuhn at 703/491-2898.

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, March 19/20/21 SHEKINAH: SYNODWIDE YOUTH EVENT AT THE 4H CENTER AT FRONT ROYAL, VA.  MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR MAJOR FUN AHEAD.  WATCH FOR REGISTRATION FORMS.

CONFIRMATION MEALS FOR

JANUARY

DATE

MEAL

COOKS

6 

Pizza
      
Nancy 

                                                  Zimmerman
     
Connie Clark
13
  
Chicken
Mindy Nethercutt


Nuggets
Laura Carlson




Faustine Morttey
20

Lasagna
Leslie Kinneberg




Charlene Laird




Jenni Rigot

27

No Confirmation

PARKING FOR CONFIRMATION
Parents, help keep traffic moving by parking in the lined spaces while awaiting passengers.  

Reminder:  If school is closed because of inclement weather, there is no confirmation program that evening.

SENIOR HIGH NEWS

January 3 – Epiphany Dinner
January 17 – Prepare and Serve Meal for Homeless Prevention Shelter.  Watch for sign up poster.

February 7 – meeting 6:30-8:30 p.m.
February 13 – Fastnacht  set up, 12:30 p.m.
February 14 – Fastnacht Carnival
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SR. HIGH YOUTH SKI TRIP AND OVERNIGHT

February 19 & 20
SENIOR HIGH YOUTH

WINTER CELEBRATION

It’s not too late to register for the Senior High Synodical Retreat held in Lynchburg, VA January 29-31.  See Pr. Stevenson for registration forms.  Cost is $150.  
Calling All Alumni

Enjoy a night out before going back to school and share refreshments and memories about the good old days with fellow alumni Sunday, January 3, 7:30 p.m. in the church basement.  Check the bulletin board for a sign up.

St. Matthew’s Recognizes Boy Scout Sunday

St. Matthew's has a number of its adults and youth who are associated with Scouting.  Both Boy and Girl Scouts celebrate their anniversaries each year, with Boy Scouting in February and Girl Scouting in March.  This year St. Matthew's will help recognize those anniversaries through Scout participation in church activities on each respective Scout Sunday.    

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is a private not-for-profit corporation which was chartered by the United States Congress in 1910.  The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated to provide a program for community organizations that offered effective character, citizenship, and personal fitness training for youth.  

Specifically, the BSA endeavors to develop American citizens who are physically, mentally, and emotionally fit; have a high degree of self-reliance, as evidenced in such qualities as initiative, courage, and resourcefulness; have personal values based on religious concepts; have the desire and skills to help others; understand the principles of the American social, economic, and governmental systems; are knowledgeable about and take pride in their American heritage and understand the nation's role in the world; have a keen respect for the basic rights of all people; and are prepared to participate in and give leadership to American society.  

The ideals of Boy Scouting are spelled out in the Scout Oath, the Scout Law, the Scout Motto, and the Scout Slogan, which support the aims and ideals of Scouting:  Duty to God, Duty to Country, and Duty to Self.  The Boy Scout measures himself against these ideals and continually tries to improve.  The goals are high, but as Boy Scouts plan their activities and progress toward their goals, they experience personal growth and exercise very positive control over what and who they become.  

The Boy Scout movement includes a variety of related scouting elements, generally aligned by age groups, including Tiger Scouts (1st grade), Cub Scouts (2nd and 3rd grade), Webelos Scouts (4th and 5th grade), Boy Scouts (age 11 through 17), and Venture Scouts (age 14-20).  There are over 7 1/2 million youth and adults in over 300 local councils who will join in February in celebrating the Boy Scouts of America’s over 100 years of service to the community.

Girl Scouting is open to all girls, 5-17.  Over 3.5 million girls participate in the more than 233,000 troops and groups throughout the United States and in 140 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.  Note that a Guide, Girl Guide or Girl Scout are the various names used by Girl Guiding and Scouting worldwide.  As a historical note, Baden Powell, founder of Boy Scouting, decided to take action to include interested girls.  His career had been in the British Army. There was an Indian regiment called the Khyber Guides who served on the north-west frontier of India. Powell persuaded the girl ‘Scouts’ that Guides was a very special name of which they could be proud. So, in 1910 the first Girl Guides began.  Since 1910, Guides have spread and there are now millions of Guides worldwide. The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS) was formed to link together Guides and Scouts.
All told, as of 2009, there are over 28 million registered Scouts and 10 million registered Guides around the world, from 216 countries and territories.  
The entire month of February is set aside to celebrate the anniversary of Boy Scouting.  Scout Sunday kicks off what is known as the Anniversary Week, which includes the actual Boy Scout Anniversary Day, February 8.  This year the Scouts of St. Matthew's will be participating in our services on Scout Sunday, recognized in February 2010.  Please plan to attend and personally observe one of the quality programs in which our youth are involved.

Yours in Scouting, Tom Bortner, Jan 2010

Boy Scouts in the United States is 100 years old in 2010.  

US Girl Scouting will be 100 years old in 2012. 

St. Matthew’s Recognizes Boy Scout Sunday

St. Matthew's has a number of its adults and youth who are associated with Scouting.  Both Boy and Girl Scouts celebrate their anniversaries each year, with Boy Scouting in February and Girl Scouting in March.  This year St. Matthew's will help recognize those anniversaries through Scout participation in church activities on each respective Scout Sunday.    

The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) is a private not-for-profit corporation which was chartered by the United States Congress in 1910.  The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated to provide a program for community organizations that offered effective character, citizenship, and personal fitness training for youth.  

Specifically, the BSA endeavors to develop American citizens who are physically, mentally, and emotionally fit; have a high degree of self-reliance, as evidenced in such qualities as initiative, courage, and resourcefulness; have personal values based on religious concepts; have the desire and skills to help others; understand the principles of the American social, economic, and governmental systems; are knowledgeable about and take pride in their American heritage and understand the nation's role in the world; have a keen respect for the basic rights of all people; and are prepared to participate in and give leadership to American society.  

The ideals of Boy Scouting are spelled out in the Scout Oath, the Scout Law, the Scout Motto, and the Scout Slogan, which support the aims and ideals of Scouting:  Duty to God, Duty to Country, and Duty to Self.  The Boy Scout measures himself against these ideals and continually tries to improve.  The goals are high, but as Boy Scouts plan their activities and progress toward their goals, they experience personal growth and exercise very positive control over what and who they become.  

The Boy Scout movement includes a variety of related scouting elements, generally aligned by age groups, including Tiger Scouts (1st grade), Cub Scouts (2nd and 3rd grade), Webelos Scouts (4th and 5th grade), Boy Scouts (age 11 through 17), and Venture Scouts (age 14-20).  There are over 5 1/2 million youth and adults in over 300 local councils who will join in February in celebrating the Boy Scouts of America’s over 99 years of service to the community.

Girl Scouting is open to all girls, 5-17.  Girls participate in the more than 233,000 troops and groups throughout the United States and in 140 countries through USA Girl Scouts Overseas.  

The entire month of February is set aside to celebrate the anniversary of Boy Scouting.  Scout Sunday kicks off what is known as the Anniversary Week, which includes the actual Boy Scout Anniversary Day, February 8.  This year the Scouts of St. Matthew's will be participating in our services on Scout Sunday, recognized in February 2009.  Please plan to attend and personally observe one of the quality programs in which our youth are involved.

Yours in Scouting, Tom Bortner, Jan 2009

Boy Scouts turns 99 in 2009. 

[image: image5.png]CHRUTMAS




Christmas 2009
Dear Friends in Christ,

We are on the threshold of the Christmas celebration.
There are so many things to be thankful for during this time of year as we celebrate the birth of Jesus and the signs of God’s love that are marks of his kingdom breaking in…in our families, church and community.

Bless You This Christmas, for your response to God’s light in you that nurtures and strengthens our life together in Christ.

Blessings for the gifts, resources, and hands on support that provide for our growth in Christ and our congregation’s benevolent commitments.  May they be to God’s glory!
Blessed be --

--all who were faithful in worship and service to our Lord throughout the year.

    --our leaders, especially those completing their terms: Lana Capps, Jerry Mays and Gretchen Wilcox.
--our Sunday Church School, Confirmation and Day School teachers and staff, all who work with and support our youth, and faithfully maintain our church property.

--kudos to all Mike Mazzucchi’s minions who care for our facilities, outside & inside, and weekly order our kitchens, bathrooms and gathering places, including the artists who created Noah’s Ark in the staircase to the lower level.
--our musicians and choirs for their work throughout the year, and especially for the music that graced the Advent- Christmas Season, with thanks to all who assisted Kathy Lundgren in providing support for our SCS Christmas Program.

--our nursery, acolyte, lector & communion assistant, greeter, usher & Daytime Drivers coordinators.

--our Program, Administrative Staff, Vicar and volunteers.

--our sextons:  Daniel, Kelsey and Matthew.

--Peggy Heffernan who delivers our altar flowers each week.

--for the two truckloads of food delivered to ACTS for Operation Turkey.

--all whose graciousness and care provided gifts and food for our 13 Christmas families and the Gifts of Hope.

--all who helped with the “nativity” decorations and who “greened” the church.

--all of you for your faithful and generous giving in 2009 and for your 2010 commitments to our life and service in +Christ our Lord.

--Blessed be and thanks from our houses to yours, thanks so much for your kind greetings, gifts and thoughtful remembrances as we celebrate the birth of Christ our Lord.

“A Blessed Christmas & New Year”

Your Pastors,

David & Tarja
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HOMELESS PREVENTION


 SHELTER SUPPORT


St. Matthew’s will be providing food and serving the evening meals at the Homeless Prevention Shelter the week of January 17-23.  Please see the poster on the bulletin board to sign up to support this ministry.








