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LIVING FAITH 

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
	www.stmatthews.us                   e-mail stmatthews@stmatthews.us                           OCTOBER 2009                          


2010 STEWARDSHIP THEME

Our 2010 Stewardship emphasis “New Love New Mercy” is based on a passage in Lamentations 3:21-24.
   “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,

     his mercies never come to an end; they are

     new every morning; great is your faithful-
     ness.   The Lord is my portion, therefore I 

     will hope in him.”

This scripture speaks to our life in God, our engagement with the world and the confidence, hope and trust by which we live.

During these days we are called to consider our stewardship, to reflect on the nature of God’s redeeming grace and to determine our response to God’s intention for our life and our “portion” or support for our life together in Christ.
Our Stewardship Calendar

Stewardship Meetings
(Members are asked to attend one meeting)
Sunday, October 25, 9:45 a.m. (Ministry Fair)
Monday, October 26, 7:30 p.m.
CONSECRATION SUNDAY

Sunday, November 22, 8:30 & 11 a.m.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13, 9:45 a.m.




FAMILY HAYRIDE 
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Sat., Oct. 17, 4 p.m.
Cows-N-Corn
Looking for a way to get out of the house and enjoy a fall evening with family and friends?  Join the Fellowship Committee for some good old-fashioned family fun at Cows-N-Corn Saturday, October 17 for our Annual Hayride.
Come and enjoy a farm tour hayride, riding children-size farm equipment, corn maze, haunted hayride, and a hot dog roast over a fire pit in a family-friendly environment.  Please sign up to bring a side dish to share.
Look for the sign-up poster on the bulletin board and plan to attend!  The cost is $10 per person.  Children 3 years of age and under are free.
See you there!
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
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1-Jeffrey Bushmire

    Richard Krauss

    Debra Baron

    Stephen Albanese

 2-Shelby Lukes

    Courtney Laird

 3-Julie Schwentner

    Marleyna Mendoza
4-Christine Bohannon

5-Gary Eckhardt
    Ruby Abadir

6-Michael Cartwright

7-Lynn Schreiber

    Joy Cowgill

    Sarah Lindemann

8-Danielle Bouchery

    Rob Humphreys

 9-John Dorer

    Erin Smith
    Michele Dowling

    Ruth Loyd

    Lisa Truesdell

10-Jerry Larson

     Caroline Skelley

11-Alex Stone
     Steven Muschler
13-David Matvay

      Tyler Gordon

14-Christine McDaniel

      Rick Knudson

15-Carolyn Smith

      Mark Petty

16-Christian Johnson

      Kathy Lundgren

17-Ella Vanderzyl
      Nancy Joseph

      Maggie Blazek

18-Sasha Parrish

      Marcia Cote

19-Brandt Nethercutt

     Kevin Bloom

     Michael Bertrand

20-Helen Baumgardt

      John Stageberg

      Craig Gerhart

      Gretchen Wilcox

      David Lukes

      Sharon Cox

      Katie Badger

21-Laura Carlson
      Taylor Petty

      Jennifer Joseph

22-Avery Ouellette
      Greg Seubert

23-Nathan Vogel

24-Erik Larson

      Shannon Bailey
25-Gavin Tameris

     Tyler Parker

      Kaethe Moessner

      Bill Woessner

      Daniel Laird

26-Obediah Baker, III

      Kathy Meier

      Anna Pound

27-George Orr

28-Eric Crowder

     Barbara Carr

     Nolan Jampole

29-Eric Turnquist

      Linda Tuttle

30-Nicole Dowling

      Kailey Hoppe

ANNIVERSARIES:
4-Dave & Kathy Lambert

    Kevin & Pam Hoppe

5-Hal & Brenda Lambert

    Tom & Nancy Blazek

6-J.R. & Diana Lyons

8-Paul & Melanie Laster

10-Robert & Laura Dowling 

11-Ron & Cindy Schmitt

12-Kristopher & Dawn Kuhn
      Ben & Michele Petrone

13-Robin & Mitchell Kanefsky

14-Steve & Cheryl Gordon

[image: image3.png].3 » @ :
Happy &K
Anniversary




17-Mike & Barbara Jones

20-David & Heather Lukes

23-Christel & Michael Merk

25-Butch & Wanda Stump
26- Kathy Brown & Ted Bean 

27-Rick & Lisa Knudson

28-James & Brenda Young

FELLOWSHIP - TABLES OF EIGHT
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One of our most popular Fellowship events is the “Tables of Eight.”  These are 8 person dinner parties held in homes.  You host 1 time and you visit 3 times.  Each time there are different people in your group.  A great way to meet new people or renew old acquaintances.  After the sign ups are completed, each twosome is assigned a number and the numbers are randomly grouped into tables of 8 people for all four dates.  This assignment assures that each twosome hosts only 1 time and that each twosome not be grouped with another twosome more than 1 time.

The assignments for all four dates will be mailed to each participant by October 20 and you will be notified 2 weeks prior to each of the 3 remaining dates.  The host twosome is requested to call the other 3 twosomes to arrange the menu and time.  If one of the twosomes cannot make it, the host will call Evelyn Langman to find a substitute.  

If you are not the host, you will be assigned to bring a vegetable, a salad and rolls or a dessert.  The hosts provide the main course and beverages.

In order to make this a successful event, a twosome should sign up as full participants if they are reasonably sure of being able to attend at least 3 of the 4 scheduled dates.  Also, they must be able to handle a dinner party of 8 at their homes.  The sign-up sheet requests you identify which of the dates you will be able to host.

If you cannot meet these criteria or if you wish to participate as a single, please sign up as a substitute.  (Last year, the substitutes frequently had the opportunity to participate.)

Our first date is Nov. 7, 2009—other dates for 2010 are Jan. 30, Mar. 20 and April 10.  See the poster for more information.  Sign up by Oct. 18!
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BIBLE STUDIES

Women’s Bible Study

Wednesdays

9:30-11:00 a.m.

Pr. Tarja Stevenson

Childcare provided

Weekday Bible Study

Thursdays

10:00-11:30 a.m.

Pr. David Bohannon

Women’s Evening Study

3rd Monday of the month

7:30 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study
Sundays

7:00 p.m.

Pr. David Bohannon
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Reformation 

Sunday

October 25
Financial Secretary & Treasurer’s 
Report, August 2009
August Giving by Category

Current           $  57,598             

Benevolence         9,227
Building                4,561      

Memorial                 200
Mission Fund             50
Total                $ 71,636             

Year to Date  $ 601,877
To date we have given $97,449 toward our congregation’s benevolence commitments.  $7,009 has been disbursed through the Samaritan Fund to emergency assistance for utilities, rent, gas, food, car insurance and medicine.
Thank you for your faithfulness in giving as we move into the fall.

ONGOING MINISTRIES

Are you planning your fall calendar to include service to our congregational and neighboring community?  Volunteer opportunities include --

ACTS Thrift Store -Volunteer at the ACTS Thrift Store in Woodbridge from noon to 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 6.  Would you like to join us for lunch at the Dumfries Cafe?  We meet there at 11:00 a.m.  Volunteer tasks include sorting, dusting, straightening, and organizing.

Collators -Circle Friday, October 23 as our work date this month to collate newsletters and stewardship material.  Meet in the church narthex, at 10:00 a.m.  

Daytime Drivers - A Special Thank You to our Daytime Drivers.  This is a much-appreciated service to the residents of Fellowship House, a retirement community in Tackett’s Mill.  We drive round trip to medical appointments on the eastern end of the county.  We suggest that appointments be arranged for weekdays between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  We could use your help.  Most drive once a month.  Could you serve as a substitute driver, telephoned occasionally after the rest of the list has been called?

Call 491-2898 for more information about any of these ministries.

      [image: image6.png]Women's Fellowshlp





CHURCH WOMEN’S NEWS
Tuesday, October 13, at church, 7:30 PM:  BeadforLife.  Esther Whieldon, BeadforLife Community Partner Representative will be our guest speaker.  Ugandan women turn colorful recycled paper into beautiful bead jewelry.  The beads provide income, food, medicine, school fees and hope.  All net profits from BeadforLife are invested in community development projects that help people work their way out of poverty.

Through Esther’s presentation we will meet these women and we will also have the opportunity to purchase their jewelry creations.

Monday, October 19, 7:30 p.m. Women's Evening Study Group will meet to continue discussion of 3:16 The Numbers of Hope by Max Lucado.  This month’s assignment is chapters 2 & 3.   Join us for discussion and refreshment.  New members are welcome.  Watch the bulletin for the location.
Monday, October 26, 7:30 PM, share in the dialogue of the Women’s Steering Committee. 
FALL WORKDAYS


Saturdays, October 24 & November 7
8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

See the sign-up poster in the narthex to indicate your participation as we prepare the church grounds & vicar house for fall & winter.  
Our Internship Committee

We have welcomed our new intern Brandon Johns for a year serving in our congregation.  Please feel free to pass on encouragement, comments and suggestions that will assist the committee in both evaluating and guiding Brandon during his time with us in the coming year. Sermon evaluation forms are available at the Information Desk in the narthex for those who wish to provide feedback to the Vicar about his sermons.  The evaluations can be put in Brandon’s folder in the file box outside of Fellowship Hall.
Please contact one of the Intern Committee members if you have any questions or comments:

Mark Victorson, Chair      Lauren Goldschmidt
Janelle Jampole                 Gary Olson
Brad Miller                        Brittany Watson
Gretchen Wilcox
Social Ministry:
St. Matthew’s in the Community

Many thanks to everyone who supported our commitment to the Homeless Prevention Center (August 23 – 29). We provided a week’s worth of meals with hot dinners every night and breakfast and lunch supplies for each day.   This summer we have faithfully provided lunch supplies on the 4th and 5th Fridays for the Drop-In Center in Woodbridge.  In the summer months this facility provides day time shelter and supplies for the local homeless population.  It was a busy summer at the Drop-In Center.  

Looking ahead we are planning now for the Thanksgiving Senior Citizen’s Luncheon November 21.  We usually serve over 100 seniors, provide an entertainment segment and then play bingo.  It is a fun day for our seniors in the community and also for our volunteers.  
 If you happen to see mops and buckets in the narthex, we are collecting cleaning supplies for the refugees assigned to the Lutheran Social Services in the National Capital Area.  They are welcoming almost 200 refugees in the next six weeks.    

The continued support of our many outreach programs is greatly appreciated by many in the community.  
Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.  1 John 3:18 
Day School News
The 2009-10 Day School year is underway! You can be proud that St. Matthew’s offers young children a PreK experience rich with child-initiated activity, including play. Research continues to confirm that such programs are “considerably more effective" [than didactic instruction] in providing the foundation for long-term academic success. Children at St. Matthew’s are fortunate indeed.

Each year the Day School through the Social Ministry Committee has been able to grant several scholarships to help low income families afford the cost of tuition and fees. (From the 2 day tuition of $130/month to the 4 day program at $260/month.) In the past, when this need has been made known, members of the congregation have come forward to designate a contribution to this purpose.

If you would like to help with one month’s tuition or a 9-month year’s worth, your gift would be appreciated by the family and the child would reap lasting benefits. 

Contact Pastor Bohannon or Mary-Catherine Deadman for further details.

7th and 8th GRADE YOUTH

ATTENTION: 7th and 8th GRADE YOUTH:  Sign-up for the Haunted Trail & Overnight on Friday, October 23 –Saturday, October 24.   Don't forget your sleeping bag or bedding, your pillow + your tooth brush, hand towel, & other necessities for our overnight in the church basement.  Dress warmly (in layers) for the Trail.  A flashlight and a change of shoes & socks will add to your comfort.  See the sign up poster for more information.
Mark your calendars for these upcoming events:

Friday-Sunday, November 6-8– Confirmation 

     Retreat

Saturday, November 21 – Thanksgiving Service
                 Project
Sunday, November 29 – Advent Dinner/Service   

                 Project
Wednesday, December 30 – Ice Skating

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH
Sunday, Oct. 4 – Meeting, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

Fri.-Sat., Oct. 9-10 –Overnight
Sunday, Oct. 18 - Hayride
Sunday, Nov. 1 – Parents’ Night
Sunday, Nov. 15 – Congregational Dinner
Sunday, Nov. 29 – Advent Dinner/Service 

                              Project
Sunday, Dec. 13 – Christmas Party

Wednesday, Dec. 30 – Ice Skating
CONFIRMATION RETREAT

NOV. 6, 7 & 8
Caroline Furnace, Luray

Registration forms will follow shortly.

This year’s theme “Human Sexuality.”

Kudos to Our Clean Up Crews

Thanks to all of you who serve on the Kitchen and Bathroom Committees keeping those areas clean on a weekly basis!  For those looking for an opportunity to serve there is ample room for your participation in support of these important tasks.  If you are interested in joining either of these committees please call the church office and speak to Sue Orndorff.
Book Group

The next Book Group selection is Leap of Faith, Memoirs of an Unexpected Life by Queen Noor.  
“The compelling and eye opening story of the American woman who married King Hussein and became Queen of Jordan, learning first hand about cultural and political relations.  In her autobiography, Lisa Halaby, now Queen of Jordan, tells the story of her relationship with the King of Jordan and the perils and growth she has faced as an American in an Arab world; a world which many westerners are unfamiliar with.  Queen Noor’s book allows a reader an intimate view into a world that is often misunderstood, and, according to Noor, misrepresented.”  Victoria Oldham, suite101.com.
Join us for discussion and fellowship on Sunday, October 25, 2:30 p.m. at Pat Knock’s 13004 Orleans St., 22192, 703-491-4954.
Prime Timers

Mark your calendar for these upcoming events.

October 15        Lunch at Church
November 19    Thanksgiving Lunch
December 17     Christmas Luncheon
Watch the bulletin for details and times. If you have any questions about the Prime Timers contact Molly Parker at 703-490-8958 or Pastor Stevenson.

Economic and Investment Outlook Update

When you have a better understanding of the factors that affect financial markets and trends, you can make more informed investment decisions. 

Join us for a free financial education event

Economic and Investment Outlook Update is an educational event that will provide you with an overview of:

· How the changing economy can impact investment markets.

· How emotions can affect decisions and when to get professional financial guidance.

· The strength of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and its prudent approach to investing.

The one-hour event will be presented by Thrivent Financial representative R. Martin Cox. 

When:
Sunday, October 11th,
                  Lunch Served 12:30 – 1:00

                  Program 1:00 – 2:00

Where:
St. Matthew’s, Rooms 9 & 10
                  Second Floor Education Wing
A Complimentary Lunch Will Be Served!

Sign up for this free event today!

Sign up sheet on Narthex Bulletin Board
The Economic and Investment Outlook Update event is intended only to educate you about financial decisions. It is broad in scope and does not consider your individual personal financial situation, which is unique. The information and advice may not be appropriate in all cases. No products will be offered for sale.

For additional important disclosure information, please visit https://www.thrivent.com/disclosures/
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Autumn is the perfect time of the year
to sow kindness and reap a “harvest”
full of friendships. Make this special
treat to share with someone.

What you need:

* An adult o help

* Yy cup butter or margarine

* 1% cups sugar

* legg

* 1 cup cooked or canned pumpkin

* 1 teaspoon vanilla

* 24 cups all-purpose flour

* 1 teaspoon baking powder

* 1 teaspoon baking soda

* Yy teaspoon salt

* 1 teaspoon nutmeg

* 1 teaspoon cinnamon

* 1% cups diced, roasted almonds

* 1 cup chocolate pieces

* Raffia or fall-colored ribbon
(optional)

What you do:
1. Cream butter and sugar together

until light and fluffy.

2. Beat in egg, pumpkin and vanilla.

3. In separate bowl, mix flour, baking
powder, baking soda, salt, nutmeg
and cinnamon.

4. Add dry mix to creamed mixture.

5. Add almonds and chocolate pieces;
mix thoroughly.

6. Drop by teaspoons onto well-
greased cookie sheets.

7. Bake at 350 degrees for 15 minutes
or until lightly browned.

8. Cool on racks. Makes about six
dozen.

9. Stack two cookies on top of each
other. Then tie them like a present
with the raffia or ribbon. Give the
cookies to friends and family to

thank them for their friendship.





Men’s Breakfast


Saturday, October 10, 8:30 a.m.


Program:  Federal Prisons and the Federal Prison Business 


System


Presenter:  Paul Laird


See the poster in the narthex to sign up
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NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION


Sunday, November 1, 2:30 p.m.





If you are interested in joining St. Matthew’s in our worship and work, please speak to Prs. Bohannon or Stevenson.  New members will be received on Sunday, Nov. 8 at the 11:00 a.m. service.
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BLOOD DRIVE


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24


OLD BRIDGE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH


Watch for a sign up poster 


in the narthex











