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LIVING FAITH 

ST. MATTHEW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
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BEGINS SEPTEMBER 20
 Worship:  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Church School: 9:45 a.m.

BIBLE STUDIES BEGIN
September 16, Wednesday,

9:30-11:00 a.m., 

Women’s Bible Study

Pr. Stevenson

September 17, Thursday, 

10:00-11:30 a.m. - Pr. Bohannon
September 20, Sunday, 7:00 p.m.

Men’s Bible Study
Pr. Bohannon

September 21, Monday, 7:30 p.m.

Women’s Evening Study Group
Committee Meetings 
for September

Social Ministry, Tues., Sept. 1, 7:30 p.m.
Fin. & Stewardship, Thurs., Sept. 3, 8 p.m.
Property, Thurs., Sept. 10, 8 p.m.

Council Mtg., Sun., Sept. 13, 7 p.m.

Evangelism, Tues., Sept. 15, 8 p.m.

Fellowship, Thurs., Sept. 17, 7:30 p.m.

Worship & Music, Tues., Sept. 22, 7:30 p.m. 

Christian Ed., Thurs., Sept. 24, 7:30 p.m.

CONFIRMATION     ORIENTATION FOR PARENTS OF

7th, 8th & 9th GRADE STUDENTS

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16 
7:30 P.M.

Confirmation begins Weds., Sept. 23,

5:30-7:30 p.m.
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FELLOWSHIP ACTIVITIES FOR FALL

Mark your calendar!

Fall Wine & Cheese Party, Sat., Sept. 19, 7:30 p.m.  Bring an appetizer or snack and a beverage to share.  See sign up poster for details.

Hayride, Sat. Oct. 17, 4-8 p.m.   Mark your calendars now for an afternoon of fun & games for all ages! 

SENIOR CITIZEN LUNCHEON
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 19
[image: image4.wmf]
See poster to sign up to provide food, serve and help with transportation.  Questions?  Call Gretchen Wilcox 703-361-7483
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

2- Carla Badger

    Shane Jampole
4 -Samantha Smith

    Zachary Bombay
5-Ashlyn Pumphrey

    Vi Freeman

6-Gary Bliss

   Thomas Walsh

    Paul Laster

    Jaelyn Lerch

7-Diana Lyons

    Patti Scronce

    James Young

8-Cory Leckrone

    Kate Dovgalyuk

 9-Jon Crowder

     Wayne Drake

    JoLee DeMott

    Benjamin Deadman

10-Dennis Melvin
     Amanda Bombay

     Mackenzie Chandler

11-William Jebram

12- Erin Lambert
     Michael Fink

     Sean Sexton

     Aaron Bish

     Paul Jampole

14-Charlie Bertrand

     Marisa Rigot

15-Eugene Dovgalyuk

      Lorene Larson
16-Alex Shelkin

     Nicho Douglas

     Joe Petrone

17-Andrew McCormack

     Kristin Humphreys

     Jake Mendoza
18-Catherine Mays

      Mike Jones

      Pat Robbins

      Shelly Amato

      Julia Anderson

19-Richard Schreiber    

      Jim Vanderzyl

20-Andrew McDaniel

     Colby Breitenbach

21-Ty Cresap
22- Betsy Minihan

23-Gillian Clark

     Jana Frieslander

     Julia Brown
24-Tarja Stevenson

      Jacob Bushmire

      David Galvan

      Jessie Mouw

      Alexander Brown

      Finn Riedl

25-Ted Bean

26-Tony Johnson

      Kristen Hull

      David Carr

      Heather Seubert

28-Carl Lay

     Hannah Clark

     Sam Holbrook

     Hal Deadman 
29-Aaron Deadman

     David Matvay

     Susan Matvay

     Joshua Occhiuzzo

30-Ellen Bliss

Anniversary Celebrations:

 2- JoLee DeMott & Jhake ElMamuwaldi

 3-Mike & Celene Bennett

4-Dorothy & Terry Lerch

 5-Chuck & Pat Moler

     Michael & Donna Bouchery
 8-Craig Gerhart & Marty Reinhart

10-Jeff & Lisa Bushmire

15-Greg & Heather Seubert

17-Sharen & Paul Moessner

18-William & Diane Jebram

      Joshua & Yulia Occhiuzzo

20-James & Rebecca Bish

      Mark & Beth Kuhn

23-John & Joanne Carrabis

25-Kim & Rod Williams

29-Karen & John Pallansch

Do you have a birthday or 

anniversary that is not listed?  
Please contact the church office so we can update our database.
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Choir News!

Door-opener:  When the book of Acts (see 16:25-26) reports that Paul and Silas sang in the Philippian jail at midnight, it doesn’t record whether they were basses or tenors.  It doesn’t even report if they sang on key.  It simply says they sang.  And as they sang, there was an earthquake and the prison doors were opened.
Many of life’s doors open more easily when we sing.  So why not open some doors by joining the choir?
The Cherub, Youth and Teen Choirs meet on Thursday evenings starting on September 10th.  The Preschool Choir meets on Monday afternoons (4:00 – 4:30 PM) starting on October 19th.  I’ll be in the narthex between services on September 6nd and 13th to answer questions and take registrations.

Kathy Lundgren

703-494-9100

Lundgrenkl@aol.com
Choir

Age group
Rehearsal day & time  

Preschool
3-5 years
Mon., 4:00 – 4:30 PM

Cherub

K – 2nd

Thurs., 6:15 – 6:45 PM

Youth

3rd – 6th 
Thurs., 7:00 – 7:45 PM

Teen

7th – 12th
Thurs, 8:00 – 8:45 PM
Attention!  Summer Musical
Participants!!

Please remember we are presenting “Life of the Party” for the Senior Citizen’s Luncheon, Saturday, September 19.  Please be at church at 11:30 wearing your T-shirt, vest and black pants.  We should finish the musical by 1:30 pm.  There is a rehearsal Saturday, September 12, 9-10 a.m.  RSVP to Kathy Lundgren by September 5th at 703-494-3090 or LundgrenKL@aol.com
[image: image10.png]5

SUNDAY SCHOOL



SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL CLASSES ARE FOR ALL AGES

SCS begins Sept. 20, 9:45 am.  There are classes for children nursery age through 100!  All are welcome to attend!

Sunday Church School Staff for 2009-2010
Nursery

Betsy Minihan
Kristin Humphreys
Brad & Barbara Leiby

3 Year Olds

Kathy Lambert




Jeanine Robba

4 Year Olds

Alice Matvay




Lisa Bushmire

5 Year/Kindergarten
Barbara & David Carr

1st Grade

Lisa Knudson



Lesley Reifsnyder



Jane Bohannon

2nd Grade

Evelyn & Bill Langman

3rd Grade

Sue Orndorff




Vi Freeman
4th Grade

Doug & Helen Baumgardt




Bryan Orndorff

5th Grade

Gretchen Wilcox

                                    Tony Occhiuzzo

6th Grade

George & Pam Orr




Janet Woessner

7th /8th Grades

Susan Kuhn




Dave Lambert




Jeff Bushmire

9th-12th Grades

Pr. David Bohannon

Adult 


Pr. Tarja Stevenson




Mary-Catherine Deadman
                                    Mark  Victorson



Nancy  Zimmerman
Music


Kathy Lundgren

Storyteller

Pat Victorson

Financial Assistant
Connie Clark
Copier Assistant
Jeanine Robba

Coordinator                    Jan Mouw

Jan MouwNursery     Tina Occhiuzzo


Adult Class Offerings

Below are summaries of some of the adult classes offered this year.  Look for more information in the next newsletter and in the bulletin.
Pr. Tarja Stevenson 
“Modern Christianity in the Light of Ancient Heresies”

In this class we will explore some of the modern Christian teachings and heresies in the early Christian church in order to see how many of them share similar theology.  We will then interpret these teachings from the framework of the teaching and theology of Lutheranism as well as other mainline traditions.     
Mary-Catherine Deadman  

“Parenting and Family Life”

The Parenting and Family Life Adult Class is a group of “practicing parents” (and grandparents). Each year participants explore books that support us in the important work of raising children, and leading families along a right path. This year three titles that will be discussed are: Parenting on Point; Leading Your Family Along God’s Path by James Williams, 7 Habits of a Healthy Home by Bill Carmichael, and The 10 Greatest Gifts I Give My Children, Parenting from the Heart, by Steven Vannony. Class members have found that they learn a great deal from perspectives introduced by the texts and the experiences and insights of others in the group. We welcome you to the conversation. 

     My child, keep your father’s commandment,

             And do not forsake your mother’s teaching.

     Bind them upon your heart always;
        
Tie them around your neck.

     When you walk, they will lead you;

 When you lie down, they will watch over 
           you;

              And when you awake, they will talk with 
                      you. 

- Proverbs 6:20-22T

Nancy Zimmerman


“NOOMA”

Come and experience spirituality in a new way.  Through a series of short films we will explore faith, culture, and life with Rob Bell in a refreshing confession of Christian faith.  Like parables, Bell uses the experiences of our lives to teach about the fullness of life through Jesus, tackling issues like forgiveness, discipleship, and unconditional love. 

Robert Bell Jr. is a best-selling author, Christian speaker, and the founding pastor of Mars Hill Bible Church located in Grandville, Michigan. Bell received a M.Div. from Fuller Theological Seminary.   

Each week we will view one of Bell's video sessions and discuss topics covered in the video. 
Mark Victorson 
“Women of the Faith”
Women play key roles in the story of our Faith.  They are there before time (Wisdom), at the beginning of time (Lilith and Eve), and throughout time until the end of the Age (Shekinah).  We will explore their presence and influence in the Hebrew Scripture and Rabbinic tradition, the New Testament and the Church Fathers, the Koran and the hadith, and in history up to the 21st century.   We will discuss legends, literary styles, different views of the nature of women across cultures and time, and different and evolving understandings of women’s place in church and society.   And, we’ll tell and hear some good stories. 

PRIME TIMERS

The Prime Timers are a group of retired people who like to get together and have fun!  This energetic group meets on the third Thursday of each month (unless the church calendar calls for a change in schedule). 

The first event of the program year will be Thurs., Sept. 24, 12:30 p.m. for lunch at church.  Plans for the upcoming program year will also be discussed.  Come join the fun!  If you have any questions, please speak to Molly Parker.

New Art Masterpiece at St. Matthew‘s

The pope had Michaelangelo and the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.  St. Matthew’s has been blessed this summer to have Fra Tina Occhiuzzo, Melanie Laster and their drawing, painting, and scaffolding team (Kelsey Laster, Morgan Bean, Angelina Occhiuzzo, Mike Mazzucchi and Keith Cotner) producing “Noah’s Ark” in the stairwell off the Nave entrance.  

Sign up for the tour.  No Fee.  

If you’re descending to the lower level, bring your aqualung and flippers!
Greetings from our

New Intern
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

As the new incoming intern for St. Matthew’s, I have been asked to share a little bit about myself before my arrival to northern Virginia and St. Matthew’s.  It is a task that excites me as I look forward to becoming a part of your community of faith, as we learn from each other and share in carrying out the work of God in your area.  At the same time, I am aware that, while this will be a change in the educational routine that has been nearly lifelong for me, for you this is an expected part of the cycle in your internship ministry.  Therefore, as the excitement for this new beginning builds, I write this letter of introduction also with a thankful and humble heart for your years of dedication to the education of new pastors and your willingness to include me in the continuation of that formative experience.

Twenty-four years ago, I was baptized on Palm Sunday at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in New Castle, Pennsylvania as an infant.  This small town church continues to be my home church and the seedbed for my ministerial growth to this day, although lack of attendance and funds severely threatened our existence as a church a few years ago.  It was a rare and distinct pleasure to be in a position to try to help lead Good Shepherd out of our time of distress while we were without a fulltime pastor, pulling together youth and adults to form a vision for our future, which led us to call a pastor again last summer.  During that time, I was the supply pastor at my own church several times, as well as other churches, directed VBS and the Christmas pageant, taught Sunday School, and was on council at Good Shepherd and the Southwest PA synod.  

Not only has my extended church family at Good Shepherd been supportive of my call to ordained ministry, which I have felt for as long as I can remember, my parents and two brothers have been a big part of my life in and outside of church as well.  Outside of church, I enjoy outdoor activities, especially hunting and fishing, which are also important family activities.  While in Woodbridge, I am looking forward to answering God’s call to fish for people, and additionally find some new spots to catch actual fish too.  Also I love playing sports.  In high school, I played on and co-captained the baseball and basketball teams.  I still play summer baseball in a local men’s league with my younger brother and hope to continue to try to bring glory to LTSG by leading the flag football and basketball teams to victory.  Besides participating in whatever sporting event I can be a part of, I enjoy watching sports (I hope being a Pittsburgh fan will not be held against me) and coached Junior Varsity baseball and seventh grade boys’ basketball for two seasons, while getting my Elementary and Special Education degrees at Slippery Rock University before going to seminary at Gettysburg.

For as long as my parents and I can remember, I have wanted to be a Lutheran pastor.  Consequently, I have spent my whole life trying to make the most of any opportunity to be a better qualified and prepared candidate for ordained ministry that has come my way.  Therefore I am especially excited about the opportunity to work with a supervising pastor and church with such a long, successful history of working with interns.  I am looking forward to meeting all of you face to face and working with you over the course of the 2009-10 internship year.

In Christ,

Brandon Johns
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MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
Each fall we invite your support of ongoing congregational ministries.  Are you new to the area?  Ready to get involved?  Call 491-2898 for more information.

Tuesday, Sept. 1 volunteer from noon to 2:00 p.m. at the ACTS Thrift Store in Woodbridge.  Provide a lunch break for staff and other volunteers while sorting, straightening and generally lending a hand.

Friday, September 18, meet in the narthex at 10:00 a.m. to collate, sort and bundle the church newsletter and other church mailings.
Daytime Drivers - St. Matthew’s provides emergency transportation to medical appointments for residents of Fellowship House, a retirement community in Tackett’s Mill.  Do you have wheels you’re willing to share?  To volunteer 703-491-3943, for October call Susan Kuhn, 703-491-2898.
Book Group News

Are you a reader?  This group meets monthly to every six weeks, as time and opportunity permit.  You may sit in for a single session or for whatever selections you prefer.  Just call the hostess home, so that she’ll know how many to expect.

Join us on Sunday, September 13, 2:30 p.m. Betsy Lord’s, 14412 Summerton Lane, 22193 for discussion of Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery.  

Tres Francaise!  2 narrators: frumpy, middle-aged concierge who conceals her intellectual/cultural sophistication & bright, suicidal, adolescent young woman of “privilege”.  Theme = (French) class consciousness, self-awareness
New members are always welcome.  If you have questions, please speak to Susan Kuhn.

CHURCH WOMEN’S NEWS
Tuesday, September 8, 7:00 p.m. You’re invited to participate in the annual Get Acquainted SaladSupper at Linda Mazzucchi’s house, 13393 Gandall Ct., 20112, 703-791-3473.  Bring a favorite appetizer, salad or dessert.  Learn about program plans for the upcoming year.  See the sign up poster for details and to indicate your participation.

METRO DC SYNODICAL WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION’S FALL GATHERING
All Metro DC women with an interest in women’s ministry are invited to the Fall Gathering at Faith Lutheran Church, Arlington, Virginia on September 12, 9:30 am to 2:00 pm. Our guest speaker will be Marga Fripp, founder of Empowered Women International, an Alexandria, Virginia-based organization which uses the arts to empower immigrant and refugee women. The organization has created workshops to encourage the women to be artisans and to teach them entrepreneurial skills. It also provides opportunities for the women to exhibit their art and celebrate their cultures. Please visit www.ewint.org for more information about the organization. 
Amy Zacaroli, a member of Abiding Presence, Burke, will do a presentation on 25:40, a non profit organization she and her husband Alec founded to support children in South Africa whose lives have been impacted by AIDS. Please visit www.2540.org for more information about this organization. 
The Fall Gathering will include a light breakfast, luncheon, an opportunity to learn about new resources from the Women of the ELCA and a discussion of your ministries within your congregations.    

See the poster on the narthex bulletin board to indicate your participation. Registration deadline is Sept. 9.
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WOMEN’S EVENING STUDY GROUP - Join us for refreshments on Monday, September 21, at 7:30 PM at Pat Moler’s house, 13014 Sturbridge Rd., 22192, 703-494-2373.  This year, the group will be studying “3:16 The Numbers of Hope” by Max Lucado.  Questions?  Talk to Susan Kuhn.

WOMEN’S STEERING COMMITTEE - Join us Monday, September 28 at church, at 7:30 PM, to review current church women’s programs and to anticipate future needs.  Suggestions and new ideas are useful in helping to shape the ministries by and for St. Matthew’s women.  Questions?  Concerns?  Speak to Sally Cotner.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Senior High Youth
Sept. 20         Meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m.

7th & 8th Grade Youth

Sept. 27        Greetings & Games, 6-8 p.m.
Babysitters:  From time to time the church office gets requests for names of babysitters.  If you would like your name to be 
included on the list, call the church ofiice (703-494-3090) and speak to Mrs. Orndorff.
VCS Offering

This year Discovery Canyon, the VCS program, selected the Navajo Lutheran Mission School Project for its offering designation.  The Navajo Lutheran Mission School traces back more than fifty years when Lutheran missionaries first arrived at Point Rock, Arizona, a remote community 50 miles from a medical clinic and 115 miles away from a shopping center.  The mission has developed the Point Rock area to include a clinic, post office, convenience store, gas station, senior citizen center, and two schools.  The Navajo Lutheran Mission School serves children from Kindergarten through 6th grade.  It offers the children living in the Rock Point area a Christian-centered education while respecting Navajo culture and tradition.  The school provides personal hygiene kits and showers at the school for those children who come from homes without electricity or running water.

Over the last several years, the School has had to turn away children because of lack of room and resources to provide more opportunities.  

The offering collected through Discovery Canyon will be sent to help the school expand so more children can benefit.  St. Matthew’s collected offerings of $314.07 during the VCS week.

A Need for Volunteers in the 

Church Nursery

The church nursery welcomes young children up to 3 years old who are not ready to participate in the worship service.  For some of our visitors, the nursery is one of the first places they meet the members of St. Matthew’s.  The nursery is staffed by volunteers, both adults and teens 7th grade and up.  Nursery Coordinators Rose Abraham and Jennifer Knick schedule nursery support for the majority of the worship services throughout the year.  We are in need of additional nursery volunteers.  If you are interested in serving in the nursery please call the church office.  Thanks for your support!
Your Help Would Be Appreciated

From time to time the Day School receives requests for tuition assistance for preschoolers from low income families.  If you would like to contribute in this way and provide financial assistance for a student please speak to Pr. Bohannon.

Lazarus Project

Christmas Gift Support

For the past several years, St. Matthew’s has provided Christmas gift kits for the children at the Lazarus Project Village of Hope in Haiti.  This year, Molly Parker, the Lazarus Project coordinator, worked with the children in the Summer Music program to collect the items needed to complete 50 gift kits. The gift kits 
will be sent to Food for the Poor the end of September to ensure delivery to Haiti in time for Christmas.  Thanks to all who participated in this service project!
2X CHARITABLE GIVING OPPORTUNITY

United Way agencies providing services in the Greater Prince William Area, including the cities of Manassas and Manassas Park, will be participating in a fund raising event between September 1st and October 31st that will have all contributions doubled by William Gas Pipeline/Transco, a national natural gas distribution firm.  This same project was conducted in 2008 and raised just over $388,000 for twenty-seven local agencies. With Williams’ participation, those funds were doubled for a grand total of $777,243. The goal for local agencies this year is $500,000. 

If you would like to help agencies like ACTS, the Arc, SERVE, Prince William Red Cross, Project Mend-A-House, Youth Orchestras of Prince William and others, simply write a check payable to Prince William United Way, marking the memo section with the words Williams Pipeline Match and mail it to your favorite local United Way agency so that it arrives not later than October 20th. Your gift is fully tax deductible, and you will receive a letter of acknowledgment for tax purposes.

Not sure which agencies qualify to participate?.....call Paul Moessner at 703-969-3963.

Upcoming Benefit Concert to Feature Irish Tenor

Famed Irish Tenor, Anthony Kearns, will perform at the Hylton Memorial Chapel in Woodbridge on October 17th at 7:00 p.m. Proceeds from the concert will benefit three local agencies providing free and reduced cost medical treatment in the community: The Prince William Area Free Clinic; Potomac Hospital’s Family Health Connection vans; and the Greater Prince William Community Health Center. Tickets range from $30 to $100 with high end tickets invited to a post-concert meet and greet reception with Mr. Kearns. Reservations and concert information at www.crosslinkinternational.net.  

DO YOU HAVE A STUDENT

AWAY AT SCHOOL?

Here are a few ideas to keep in mind:

· Send several short notes a month instead of one long letter.
· Forward any mail they receive at home.  Don’t save it for their next visit.
· Clip items from your newspaper about their old high school, friend, or local event.  This will help them feel connected with home.
· Periodically send some pocket money.  Students appreciate quarters for laundry or a few dollars to buy a treat.   Send stamps so they can send a letter home.
· Don’t forget family photos.
· Phone calls help--a friendly voice can lighten the most stressed spirit.
· Send a “HUG” by tracing the hands of everyone in your family and taping them together into a chain.  You can also trace your hand to send as a “pat” on the back.
· Send a good morning or good night IM.  Let them know you’re thinking about them at the start and end of the day.
· Write down a Bible verse or two as encouragement.  The college years can be difficult for even the most spiritually mature young Christian, which is why making your mail a ministry to your college-age children will help them bridge that uncertain gap to the future.
REMINDER:  Parents please give the church office your student’s address at school so newsletters can be sent.  We do not keep college addresses from one year to the next.  Please call to provide an address for your student, even if it is the same as last year.  Thank you.
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