Acolyte Instructions
1. Plan to arrive 15 minutes before the service to put on your robes and cross necklace.

2. Wait in the vestibule until 5 minutes prior to service for the usher to light the taper/candle snuffer.

3. Walk slowly with the lit taper facing you.

4. When you reach the altar bow your head and give reverence by saying a prayer.

5.  Light the candle on your right first.  This is called the Christ Candle.  Remember to step towards the candle with the foot that is closest to the candle (in this case it would be your right foot). If you are having trouble lighting the wick of the candle remember to raise your right elbow up which will automatically bring the taper down to the wick. (Your hands should be placed so that your right hand is near the end of the handle and your left hand closest to the lit taper.) 

6. Step back to the center of the altar and acknowledge the cross by bowing your head.

7. Light the candle on your left. Step towards the candle with your left foot.

8. Snuff out the flame by pulling down the taper. Remember to do so with the lit taper towards you so that hot wax will not drip on the altar linen.
9. Step back to the center of the altar and acknowledge the cross again.

10. Walk over to your seat and quietly place the taper/candle snuffer in the holder.

11. Come up to the altar rail and kneel for the Confession at the beginning of the service.  Please remember it is important for you to participate in worship during the service.  You should also come to the altar rail and kneel during the Prayer of the Church.
12. During the Offering, pick up the plates from the credence table, turn and walk through the opening, around the altar and stand at the front to wait for the ushers.  They will take the plates from you.  Remember to stand quietly without fidgeting while you wait for the offerings to be collected (fold your hands in front of you).  The ushers will hand the plates back to you.  Turn and walk up to the altar and hold the plates above the altar table while the congregation sings the offering hymn of thanks. (If the plates become heavy it is perfectly all right to rest them on the table.)  If you are acolyting at a communion service, remember that there will be a prayer following the offertory hymn.  Be sure to wait for the prayer to finish before taking the offering plates back to the credence table. 

13. If it is a Communion service plan to come up to the altar rail for communion and blessing when your family does.

14. At the end of the service, after both Pastors have walked out, pick up the candle snuffer and walk to the altar. Acknowledge the cross and put out the left candle.  Remember to try not to touch the top of the candle, slowly hold the bell over the flame until it extinguishes.  Acknowledge the cross again and then put out the right candle. Step back to the center of the altar and acknowledge the cross for the last time.  Turn and walk slowly out of the church. 

Please be sure to hang up your robe and place the necklace and taper in the closet after your service is completed.  

