Music in My Soul

I got music deep inside.

A celebration I can’t hide.

A joyful noise is finally here to stay,

Keeps my singing for a happy day.

O Happy Day!

Grab a little melody from deep in your heart.

Never been a better day for you to start.

Never keep a singer and a song apart.

I got music!

I got Music in My Soul.

Hallelu! Hallelu!

Sing hallelujah!

Jubilation!  What a morning.

Sound the trumpet! Send a warning.

Beat the drums and let the cymbals ring!

Love is all around me when I sing!

I got Music in my soul, Hallelu!
Yes, indeed, thank God for music! It accompanies us from the time we are born (some say even in utero) to the time we die. It uplifts our souls, provides solace and comfort and helps to express the inexpressible. Music and songs remain in our memory even when all other memories fade away. This year the Teen Choir again went Christmas caroling at Westminster and for the first time we were invited to sing in the Alzheimer’s Unit. When we first entered the room, some of the children became wide-eyed and very quiet as they encountered the patients.  As we began to sing “Silent Night” we noticed many were singing along with us on every verse. Music transformed these “patients” into people for the children. They had that common bond. It was a beautiful moment.

  We can never really know how our music will be received, but we offer it up to the Lord and the listener takes it into his or her heart and it becomes a living testament to God’s word and grace. Each Sunday we present the biblical themes and texts in musical form. It takes many hands and hearts to make this happen. The members of the choir and their families make a commitment to rehearsals and services so as to present to God our very best. From Preschool Choir through the Adult Choir, we all share the same mission: praise God in the highest in song and (sometimes) dance.
After many years of faithful service Kathy Turnquist moved to Texas in February. Betsy Lord came on board in April to serve as organist and accompanist for the Senior and Teen Choirs. God provided us with a dedicated and talented musician in Betsy. She brings joy to our worship experience.  Pat Moler continued in her role as accompanist to the Youth Choir and played all the music for this year’s Sunday Church School Christmas Program. 

We added a set of tone chimes to our choir experience this year.  It takes precision and teamwork to make a beautiful melody with these instruments and the youth have taken on the challenge with great zeal!  Bob Gusberti also added some great drum rhythms to some of our anthems this past year.  Bruce Taylor recruited a wonderful orchestra for the Senior Choir’s Lenten Cantata: “In Deep Despair” by Bach.  Kate and Eugene Dovgalyuk organized and directed our Christmas Eve strings ensemble. Patti Scronce embellishes anthems as a flutist.   We added a new setting to our worship this year and Doug Baumgardt, Dennis Miller, Kelley Williams and Ian Hoppe brought that worship to life with their guitar accompaniments.

Other choir highlights include the Senior Choir’s participation in the third annual ACTS fundraising concert, singing at the anniversary of Fellowship House, and our 20th Annual Summer Musical. This year’s musical was Elijah! We had fire dancers and ravens. Melanie Laster worked her magic and made an altar that spewed fire on command! Carol McKean (the Brady girls’ grandmother) accompanied us again. Carol is a blessing with her music and her relationship with the children. Kate Dovgalyuk was my assistant director. It’s wonderful to work with her and she shares her enthusiasm and talent with the children. She’s been participating in the summer musicals since she was an elementary student!

Thanks be to God for the pastoral care and support from Pastor Bohannon and Pastor Stevenson. And of course Sue Orndorff and Judy Woronicz make sure we have the clerical support we need.  We’ve been delighted to have our vicar, Jonathan Wolf, join us in the choir this year.  Together we made an offering of beautiful music to the Lord, our God.

Thank you for the music, the songs we’re singing.

Thanks for all the joy they’re bringing.

Who can live without it, I ask in all honesty?

Without a song, what are we?

So I say thank you for the music, for giving it to me.

Kathy Lundgren
