PASTOR’S REPORT
2008
Grace to you and peace from God the Father and Our Lord Jesus Christ + AMEN
Dear friends in Christ,

It is with gratitude that I look back on 40 years of ordained ministry (May 2008), 37 of which I have been blessed to share with the people of St. Matthew’s.  I can’t imagine any place where the ministry – the nurture and practice of faith would have been better modeled for my family, especially our children.  I thank God for every remembrance of our life and work together in Christ Jesus our Lord.
2008 has been an event full year in the ministry we share at St. Matthew’s.  The details and highlights are contained in the reports of our council persons and others who have led us through 2008.  They are reports of activities, of budgets, of goals and what might be happening ahead.  My report is more of a brief reflection.

Along with our country and world, St. Matthew’s is in a time of transition from the days of beginning, building, and growing, from who and what we have been to what we will be and do as we seek to be God’s faithful people into the future.  We live in a society where the growing experience of many folks is that they have never heard much about Jesus or the Christian faith except in the most popular sense or in the most negative of terms.  As well, more and more people have little experience or understanding of community life and tradition.  To answer Christ’s call to follow and witness, we will need to nurture and strengthen both our own experience and practice of the Christian faith, and the depth of our convictions, for our own well-being, for our children and for the life and well-being of our neighbors.

I hope in this new year our faithfulness in worship will increase and be more regular.  I pray that we will commit to greater participation in Christian education, prayer and Bible reading in the home and participation for outreach and service to our community.  The needs are bound to be greater than ever this year.  Those of us who continue to be blessed with employment, regular income, home and hearth will want to manifest the Spirit’s gift of generosity.

As to 2008, I want to acknowledge the participation and service of so many faithful members to the fulfillment of our ministry together.  A special word of thanks for the leadership of our Church Council, especially to president Paul Laster, JoLee DeMott and Sabrina Chandler who completed their terms in 2008.  And thanks to Pat Hartline our Financial Secretary and Hugh Miller, our Treasurer. 

Many and varied gifts provide for our life in Christ.  Thanks to our council and planning committees, Sunday Church School teachers and staff, confirmation teachers, parents, choirs, youth workers, luncheon and shelter cooks, servers, bakers and visitors to new worshipers, worship assistants, ushers, altar guild, lectors, acolytes, greeters, building, grounds, kitchen and bathroom crews, collators, transporters, counters and audit teams, ACTS volunteers, Day School teachers and staff, all who give and all who provide encouragement and prayer.

We continue to partner with the African Immigrant Ministry, Joy and Pr. Edward Buabeng.  Joy is in the process of a ministry review and it is not yet clear whether it will continue as a congregation under development or a Synodically Authorized Worshipping Community.
We are grateful for the ministry of our seminary intern Jonathan Wolf.  Jonathan has led worship, preached, taught SCS and worked with our youth and young adults.  He will be with us through the middle of August.

It continues to be a blessing to serve with our dedicated and talented staff.  In 2008 we welcomed our new organist Betsy Lord, serving now with Tarja Stevenson, Mary-Catherine Deadman, Kathy Lundgren, Sue Orndorff, Susan Kuhn, Pat Moler, Judy Woronicz, Pam Orr, Molly Parker, Joy’s Pr. Edward Buabeng, and our sextons Daniel Scronce, Kelsey Laster and Matthew Jackson.

My own ministry of preaching, pastoral care, teaching, administrative duties, my service with the synod’s Division for Outreach and Global Mission, and with the Candidacy Committee, and my participation on the ACTS board continue to provide opportunities for growth and new experiences.

We welcomed 65 people into membership in 2008, 37 (two adults and 35 children) through baptism.  Four members, Carol Taylor, Pat Miller, Marj Hill and Joan Werrback passed into the fullness of God’s Kingdom.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God that activates all of them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
   I Corinthians 12:4-7
With the Spirit’s help may we take every opportunity to grow in grace, love and service, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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David

Transferred to other Congregations, Moved or Resigned:


Amanda Strand



College Lutheran, Salem, VA

Becki O’Loughlin


Epiphany Lutheran, Dale City, VA

Kurt & Robbie Lowe


Faith Lutheran, Arlington, VA

Sean & Erin Lambert


St. Andrew’s Lutheran, Centreville, VA

Ron & Lynette Webber


Trinity Lutheran, Cedar City, UT

Byron Snyder



Resigned/Moved from area

